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INTRODUCTION. 

The Biography of Donna Olimpia was written by 
the Abbe Gualdi, one of the greatest wits of the ages 
of Innocent the Tenth, and his successor, Alexander the 
Seventh. He was an eye-witness to most of the things 
he relates. It was translated into English and pub- 
lished in London in 1667, in a duodecimo volume, 
which now lies upon my table. Upon reading, it was" 
found to contain very interesting matter, but written in 
an ancient and singular style, unfitted for appearance 
before the present public' The facts and original 
opinions have all been preserved in llie present edilion ; 
the language alone has been modernized. The reader 
will find it contains a great deal of information, and is 
calculated to convey a great deal of instraction. 

We are informed, in the Romish hooka, that the 
Pope is the Vicar of Christ,— btit Innocent the Tenth 
would seem, rather, to have been the Vicar of Belial. 
They say that the Roman Pontiffs are the representa- 
tives of St. Peter ; — but this one must certainly have 
descended from the Prince of Darkness. The Pope, 
say their authors, is infallible — he cannot err ; but our 
hero was fallibility personified — ^he never did right. 
Debarred by the dogmas of his religion from entering 
into the holy alliance of matrimony, that his whole 
time might be devoted to the good of the church, he 

* Not only was it filled with words now obsolete, but some of 
the periods were bo long auiJ so comples, that they were difficult 
to understand ; and there were also in some pages words and 
cipreEsionB too coarse for (he present age. 
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IV THTRODUCnOK. 

BurrenJered himself to the artiSces of an abandoned 
woman, and entirely neglected lie duties of his station. 
The head of the hierarchy, and example to others, he 
lived in open adultery and incess, regardless at once of 
the sin he was daily committing, and the ridicule and 
contempt to which he was exposing himself in the eyes 
of all nations. 

The reader will also find in this liltle volume a 
faithful account of the eleciions of two Popes, and will 
perceive that the elevations of these pretended 
Jescendents of St. Peter are obtained by cabals, bribery 
and corruption ;— that Cardinals are manufactured out 
of the most unfit material, merely to ensure the 
ascendency of some favorite person or parly. 

He will also come to the knowledge, that notwith- 
standing their laws against simony, Cardinal's hats,. 
Bishoprics and Benefices are bought and sold, without 
any regard to age, capacity or morals, in the most 
shameless manner. 

At this moment, when such strenuous exertions are 
making to introduce Romanism into the U. S., it will 
be highly useful to disseminate such information as is 
herein contained, and wc recommend its careful 
perusal, , 

Ponna Olimpia was an exemplification of Ihc trutJlL 
of ihe maxim — i 

" JVeque Jtemina amissa pudicitia alia ahnucrit." 

She bad abandoned the prime virtue of her sex, aii4 
the avenues of her mind were open to every temptation 
and every vice. 

But mark the inscrutable ways of providence ! The 
Woman whose life was devoted to avarice, did not 
enjoy the riches she amassed. The person who wat 
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INTRODUCTION. V 

the object of envy of thousands, expired "without the 
presence of a human being to close her eyes ! Sur- 
rounded, for years, by a host of flatterers, she had not, 
when stretched upon a dying bed, one friend to hand 
her a drink of water ! The mother of children and 
grandchildren, for whose advancement she had com- 
mitted horrible crimes, not a tear was shed in com- 
mitting her body to the grave ! The plague with which 
Rome was visited, and by which she lost her life, was 
considered by many as a scourge of the Almighty. 
Certain it is, that never was the Imperial City so com- 
pletely steeped in iniquity. You might truly say, that 
every vice had reached its summit. 
" Omnes, in prsecipiti vitium stetit.'' 




DONNA OLUiriA MALDACHINr, 



K SISTER-IN-LAW A\D BOXNE AMIE 



It is not my design to write the whole life of (bis 
eminent person. It would hare required the hundred 
eyes of Aristorides to hare seen all she performed in 
the city of Rome ; somelimes acting the man in 
■women's clothes, and at others the woman in men's 
apparel. To write down all her faults, without men- 
tioning her virtues, would subject me to the imputa- 
tion of a heretic, and as to mentioning her virtues it 
would be to dip my pen in the ink without staining it. 
The present age has smarted too much under the activity 
of this lady not to remember her, and if, for the benefit 
of the future, I was to endeavor to separate the wheat 
from the chaff, as is the custom of the present times, 
when treating of the great, my narration would be 
wanting in truth as well as interest. 

If the sole end of writing is to make what is false 
appear to be true, it is a pity that art was ever invented. 
Much better would it have been !o let men's manners 
descend to posterity through living witnesses than to 
trust to such scribes. Doubtless the worlil took very 
bad advice when it subjected the reputation of man- 
kind to the caprice of a frail pen; and certainly it has 
been a great inadvertency lo let this mischief grow 
beyond the cure of ages. 

But why do I decry writing while I myself write .' 
To write down that to which one has been an eye-wit- 
ness, is so natural that I cannot refrain. I say with the 
Aposlle John : 
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" What we have beheld with our eyes, — what we have 
seen, mid our hands have touched : thai declare we unto 
you.'" 

1 will write no oilier thing of Donna Olimpia, but 
vhat I have seen. I will omit her descent, only men- 
tioning that she was born of the family of MaldacLirii, 
whirh at^hat timi; made bnt little noise in Rome. 1 
would very willingly have spoken of her childhood and 
eclucallon, but she was born before me, and of them I 
know nothing of my own knowledge. Common report 
said ihat, from her childhood, she shewed an ambition 
to rule ; so much so, that in her girlish plays among 
her companions, she would never give way to any one. 
Thus she grew up, and thus she remained until she 
arrived at inarriagable years It is said lhat her parents, 
in consequence of the small share (hey held iu the 
bank of fortune, wanted lo pievail upon her to enter a 
monastery, but she declared that she prefered the 
matrimonial vow to the one of a nun, and flatly refused 
to yield to their desires. 

She was married lo Seignor Panfilio, the brother of 
Gionne Baplista Paniilio, who afterwards was made 
Pope. These nuptials were celebrated in Rome to Ihe 
mutual salisfactioD of all, it being considered an affair 
of love. 

The first scene in the tragic o- comedy of the life of 
Donna Olimpia, was ihe cooling down of her affection 
for her husband, which gradually took place withoul 
the good man being able to fathom the cause. Never- 
theless there were some quicker-sighted people in Rome 
■who did, or thought they did, discover it. Be that as 
it may, she certainly became very fond of her brother- 
in-law ; she was seen oftencr riding in the coach with 
him than with her husband ; was said [o visit him fre- 
quently in his close), while herdisconsolale husband did 
not know where to find bcr or his brother. 

There was one answer lo ihe foul suspicion whidt 
Ibis intimacy originated, lhat always appeared formidsr 
ble, viz : that her brother-in-law had Ihe ugliesl t 
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tenance then to be seen in Rome, while her husband's 
was comely and pleasing, but 

'* De cusiibus nnn est dispulandum." 
Her ambition to rule and domineer induced her to sur- 
render herself In a satyr. 

Signior Panfilio, the husband of Donna Olimpla, 
according to the practice then prevailing in Rome, did 
all his temporal business without invoking the counsel 
of his wile. On the contrary, Ihe Abbot Panfilio, his 
brother, never entered upon any affair, public or 
private, without consulting his sister-in-law ; he took 
her advice, and what is more, he followed it as if she 
had been an oracle. Indeed some said that lie never 
went out without first craving her benediclion. Nor 
was this wonderful, for a major pari of the prelates of 
Rome take the same course to oblige suck of the faxr 
sex as are ambitioiisly inclined. Indeed, if they did not 
act in this manner they would be as much /lated as they 
are now beloved by their" female relatives.'' Notwith- 
standing it has been objected by some straight- laced 
persons, that such condescension makes prelates of 
latlies, and ladies of prelates, to the no small shame of 
Rome! 

In the raeantime, the Abbot Panfilio, as he had not a 
comely face to dispose of, gave his entire will into the 
keeping of the fair lady ; and she, who desired nothing 
more than the exercise of such a supreme power, 
bestowed upon him the affections (hat belonged to her 
liege lord and husband. So the more he surrendered 
himself In her abitrary disposal, the more she heaped 
upon him the testimonies of her regard. 

In process of time Ihe abbot rose to be a prelate, 
and Donna Olimpia found a larger field wherein to 
exercise her authority. Slie resoived that her brother- 
in-law should not do the least matter without her, and 
he submitted to Ihe resolution. 

• Here ia a pretty confession of one who wna an alibat md a 
re^iilent of Romp. What a alale of morula for Ihe clergy to live 
in tiriitpr ihe very nye of Ihe sovereign PnrtifTI 
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In the meantime it pleased God that her biisbanil 
should suddenly die, by which event Donna Olimpia 
became mistress of all the affairs of the house of Fan- 
filio, which went no further than the brother, a son and 
Iwo daughters. 

Signor Panlilio was sent to Spain as Nuncio to the 
Pope, and while there he wrote the following letter to 
his Dulcinia. 

" Most dear sister. 

" My affairs in Spain do not succeed as fortunately 
as they did at Rome. At Rome I had the aid of your 
counsel, here that is wanting. Remote from you, I am 
lite a ship without a rudder, left to the mercy of for- 
tune ; so much I am forced to say in testimony of my 
BiTection, I beseech you to answer me at large to this, 
which I send by my secretary, and believe me to be 
your affeclionate servant and brother. — Pashlio." 

It was whispered in Rome that the Donna Olimpia 
sent secret instructions to the Pope's Nuncio in Spain, 
but for this I will not vouch, as I did not see them as 
I did the letter. 

Donna Olimpia was a lady of few words in the 
ordinary company of ladies, but she made up for it 
when she came lo discourse with men. She used often 
to say Ibat she had no words to cast away upon her 
own sex, from whom nothing was to be learned worth 
mentioning. Her discourses were always filled with 
reasons of slate, and many limes with some quotation, 
which made people think she was a great student, but 
that was not the case. But she had a very retentive 
memory ; upon reading or hearing any thing once, she 
could recollect the substance of it; this made her pass 
for a person of learning. She found it very difficult to 
submit to the opinions of others under any circum- 
stances. She had been heard to say that " she would 
rather perish with her own fancies than live by the 
counsel of another." She was covetous to such a 
degree that she could not bear to hear even of the 
bounty of others. She endeavored to excuse het , 
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avarice, and lurn this viae into a virtue, by repealing 
that women were made to gather not to dispense. She 
changed her servants frequently, so (hat they might not 
become too familiar with her conduct. If by chance 
she kept them long, they mutinied lor want of their 
wages, which she could not bear lo pay. She seldom 
if ever went lo balls or feasts, like other Roman ladies, . 
for fear of being obliged lo give thetn in return. 

That which gave her the greatest reputation, was her 
charity to the religious poor; but this was dispensed 
more from vain glory than benevolence. Whenever 
she gave alms it was carried in procession round the 
palace. As soon as she got into the Vatican (as we 
shall hereafter relate), under the protection of Innocent, 
alms and religious acts were laid aside. This shows 
plainly that they did not spring from the heart. Hence 
Pasquin" made bold to say that Donna Olimpia was 
" olimpia, nunc impia." Intimation that she had had 
some goodness heretofore but had none now. 

Donna Olimpia, loo much engaged in Stale affairs, 
neglected the education of her children, especially of 
her son. She was afraid of awakening in him a desire 
to meddle with the affairs of the House of Panfilio, 
which would have interfered with her absolule power. 
Don Oamillo therefore grew up in such ignorance, that 
at the age of twenty he could scarcely read. 

She kept no great table, and made her steward settle 
his accounts every day. She was in the habit of 
bestowing compliments liberally — they cost nothing. 
She promised much more than was asked of her; but 
she had a happy knack of excusing herself from the 
performance, or of denying having made the promise. 

• There was a cobbler in Home by tlie name of Pasquin, faniouB 
for hii sneers and g'^es on all who wen! Ihiough tbe street ; after 
his death, when Ihey were digging Qp the pavement before his shop, 
they found ihe statute of an ancient gladiator, well cat but brokeo 
and half-spoiled ; ihia they set np before his door and it was catted 
UrPaiqitlu." Since that lime all satires are attributed lo Ikii 
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At length Signer Panfilio waa made a cardinal, to 
the infinile joy of Donna Olimpia. The red hat of her 
brother-in-law made her feel a head taller at least : 
Ihe scarlet influenced her heart to a more passionale 
kindness ; her husband heing now dead, she did not 
deem it necessary lo conceal her love for his brolher. 
^ They lived together, ate together, and ••••••••••. 

Whoever had any favor to ask of the Cardinal, made 
his application to Donna Olimpia. Whoever wantei! 
any favor of the Donna Olimpia, asked it through the 
Cardinal. When any one received a denial from Ihe 
Cardinal, it was a common saying, " You did not make 
fair with Donna Olimpia." To such a degraded stale 
were the morals of the Roman clergy then reduced, 
that no one was shocked at it ! 

it was Donna Olimpia who taught Ihe Cardinal tlu 
aft of dissimulation ; — not but it had been ancienl 
and one of the pernicious customs of the court t 
Rome." I myself heard her one day address him 
these terms : — 

"Brother, it is not to be expressed, what sparks of 

joy your scarletf kindles in my heart ; far beyond Ihe 

pleasure you yourself can take in it, — you who keep 

the keys of my affection. It was your merit, and not 

Urban's kindness Ihat made you a cardinal. He^coukT 

I Dot refuse Ihe hat to a prelate who, as he knows, is S 

' veil qualified to serve the church. Merit may make b 

' man a cardinal, but it is not so in regard lo a Pnpe;t 

that requires other qualifications. I do not perceive that 

I they call to this eminent degree men thiit are good ; 

[ [do, indeed!] hut such as seem to be so. It is the 

I oulwardy not Ihe inward man makes the Pope. He 

I that will he a cardinal must speak with all, but he that 

• Here ia another handaome confesnion, in relation to the moral* 

of Romnnism, which ouglil to be gornered up in Iho raemory. 

t AlluJine to the color of his robpa. 

tTbe Ttadei will find, in the sequel, Ibat- Donna Olimpia, 
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would mount St. Peter's chair must change Ihe scent , 
and speak but little, and Have to do with nobody. The 
cardinals think not of virlue in the election of a Pope ; 
the only virtue, at such a lime, consists in pensive looks. 
All history leaches, and our experience under Urban 
has shown us, that Popes change their nature, which, 
during the time of their cardinaiate, appears to have 
been in Ihem, but was not in them. 

"Nothing now remains to accomplish Ihe happiness 
of the house of Panfilio, and my conlenlment, but to 
see you seated upon the throne of the Vatican. That 
fortune which has promoted so many others to this high 
honor, willuml merit or expectation, may as well 
advance you, who from worth have just reason to expect 
it. Sixtus Quintus, who was a most learned person, 
Jeigned ignorance all the while he was cai-dinal : — very 
well Icnowing, that such a dissmihled simplicity had more 
efftcaci/ in enabling him to mount ike chair than profotmd 
understanding." 

To these exhortations Donna Olimpia added more, 
which, to be candid with the reader, are not beRtling 
an ecclesiastical pen to write down. Besides which, 
it would oblige me to relate sometlting that I saw, which 
God forbid I should expose. It is sufficient lo say, 
that the whole of her design and care that day seemed 
to he, to persuade the Cardinal to put on the mask of 
dissimulation, which she used to call "the porter of 
the Vatican." 

Neither were these exhortations without success. The 
Cardinal, though sufficiently ill-natured, was very sim- 
ple and ignorant in many court affairs and maxims ; 
and knowing that his sister- in -law was sincere in 
regard to wishing his advancement, and having none 
olher to confide in, he encouraged these conferences, 
and looked forward to the coming election with much 
anxiety. By reason of the advanced age of Urban, 
there was every prospect of a speedy vacancy in the 
chair. 

The good Cardinal soon became master of his part; 
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be disKimilated wilh every one but his beloved sislevira 
' in-law. In the congregations none more unrotw' 
cerned, — in conversation none so humble, — in Ihe 
ehitrch none so devout. He appeared to be able lo 
conceal every feeling, except bis love for Donna 
Olimpia; he loved her, — he idolized her, and was 
unable to conceal it. To the aslonishtnent of every 
body, nolwilhstanding his prefentions to the Popedcm, 
■ (slender, to be sure,) he was the very slave of this 
lady, and she his relation,' 

Donna Olimpia certainly had a transcendant talent 
for politics. She knew how to be complaisant to her 
trot her-in- law, and at the same lime how to turn his 
resolutions to her own advantage. And all this was 
done so neatly, that persons in general could find no 
objection to her. She understood so well how to hide 
the power she exercised over her brother-in-law, that 
it was much easier lo believe her the slave than Ihe 
mistress. She alwajs spoke of him with great modesty 
and respect; and she sifted out with great art the 
opinions and inclinations of other cardinals in regard 
to him. When it came in her way to speak with any 
of Ihe Spanish faction, she represented the great devo- 
tion her brother-in-law had for the crown of Spain ; — 
on Ibe odier hand, when she met the French faction, 
_;lihe assured them of Ihe inward affeciion of her kinsman 
fer the French monarch. 

Towards the last of Urban the 8lh, every moment' 
he lived seemed an exislence to Donna Olimpia. Sb« I 
bad secretly procured one of the most eminent astroloAl 

• II Bppenrs to ua astonishing, how euch cotiiluel of an eccleii- 
irtic of snch bi^h digniry as a Cardinal, could Lo loleiaTed for a 
lingle (lay. But when it is reruEmhered, (hat notwilhifanding his 
n defiance of Ihe ranona of the church, as well as of mDiBtily, 
i expect lo be elected lo the Holy Pontificatr, we are 
Wfor words to express our alihorrence of Ihe coiruprions thai 
k prevailed in Ihe R. C. church at Xbai period. How 

> be, who give Iheir EiiQngu. , 
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gers to calculate the nativity of the Cardinal, and she 
found by his horoscope, that in the 70th year of his age 
he was to be promoted to the highest dignity in the 
church ; when she concluded, that infallibly he must 
be made Pope. 

Urban died in the month of May, 1643, and the 
Cardinal was hard upon his serentieth year. The 
court was thrown in great confusion, which tended to 
fortify Don Olimpia's hopes. 

It was the custom for the Cardinals not to enter the 
conclare* until a Pope had been dead ten days. In 

* ConcIave._The assembly or meeting of the cardinals, who 
are shut up for the election of a Pope. Literally an inner, or pri- 
vate room or chamber, whence, also, it is extended, in English, 
to the place where the Pope's election is helJ. In the conclaye 
[chamber] is a range of small cells, ten feet square, made of wain- 
scot; these are numbered and drawn by lot. They stand in a 
line along the galleries and hall of the Vatican, with a small space 
between each. Every cell has the arms of the cardinal over the 
door. The conclave is not,* however, fixed to any place, but the 
election may take place wherever the cardinals think proper ; bat 
it is generally held in the Vatican or palace. 

As soon as a Pope dies, rooms or apartments are prepared in the 
Vatican, equal in number to the members of the sacred college; 
these have no fire-places, and are very gloomy. 

The bell of the Capital announces the death of the Pope, and 
continues to toll for nine days and nine nights, without interruption. 
In the mean time the funeral ceremonies are preparing. On the 
9th day, the body of the last Pope displaces in the church of St. 
Peter that of his predecessor. During the interregnum, the execu- 
tive power of the State is exercised by the Cardinal Great Cham- 
berlain. The legal time for opening the conclave is the tenth day, 
but it rarely commences operations until the 13th or 14th, — time 
being allowed for the arrival of foreign cardinals, from France, 
Spain, Austria, &c. &c. Three cardinals are daily elected, by the 
college, to transact the affairs of the papacy with foreign ambassa- 
dors. Though apparently cut off" from all communication with the 
exterior, these ghostly fathers contrive to receive communications 
and bribes. A letter has often been detected in the stuffing of a 
fowl, or under the crust of a pie. — Backus Theology. Diet. 
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this interval ihey rompare the intercsfs of the several 
crowns, and discuss ihe manners and inclinations of Ihose 
who have claims for the Pontificate. Now it is that 
ambassadors demonstrate Iheir zeal, or employ Iheir 
industry for their masters. They talk with this or that 
man, and circulate a hundred calumnies against those 
they dislike, extolling in the same proportion the vir- 
tues of those (hey approve. The multitude of by- 

F slanders have therefore a new idol set up every half 
hour. They make, in their own minds, as many Popes 
ss there are cardinals. Often the Spaniards decry 
.those of the French faction, and the French those of 
tbe Spanish faction, to such a degree, that a stranger 
would think that there was not one worthy of the 
choice-* The characters of cardinals, on such occa- 
nons, are as cheap as onions in (he market; while 
^eir eminences stand like poor Iambs brought out to 
daughter. He who is cried up to-day, to-morrow is 
brought down as low. In this comer of Rome it is 
concluded, to a certainty, (hat such a cardinal shall be 
Pope; in another, (hat he stands no chance. In one 
quarter of the city, it is reported that Ihe Spaniards 
have the day ; in another, that the French are decidedly 
upperinost ; and many Popes are (hus imagined, (hat 
flnlker French nor Spaniards ever thought of.f 

This was (he state Rome was in during (he vacancy 

* occasioned by Ihe death of Urban. 

Donna Ohmpia spared no pains to discover Ihe 
intrigues, combinations and artful designs of the 
French, the Spaniards and the cardinals, in regard to 
(he election of Ihe new Pope. 

, Although naturally covetous, yet, in this conjunc- 
ture, Donna Olimpia spared no expense for spies, lo 
* By the way, the (tranger would not be much aaliBy in his 
PKkaning. 

t At! thi« looks very unlike a rfgnlar s'trermion To Ihe aposlolic 

[ ^wer or St. Peter, by ilirine right — Ihe BppoinTmEni of one who 
' o he Ihe Vieat of Chtin, who is 5° pvtt that he eaotiBt tr 
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procure the best information. She had eai'iRsaries i 
every quarter to search out the hearts of teen. But it 
was all in rain, for she could oblain no furlher infor- 
mation than that her hi other- in-law was laid aside, and 
bad no longer any hopes of ohtainlng the vacant chair. 
And it is most cerlain that, upon (he tirst meeting of 
the conclave, Ihe cardinals preferred any one of the 
candidates to Ihe Seignor Panfilio. 

One day while the cardinals were thus shut up, 
Donna Olimpia was informed that there was but one 
impediment to her kinsman being elected, viz: tbe bad 
understanding existing between him and the Barbarines: 
to which she promptly answered, " if that be all, it is 
the very thing that will make him Pope, for none are 
bated like the Barbarines." 

The cardinals went into the conclave with one firm 
resolution, of not even mentioning the name of Pan- 
filio. This was not on account of his lack of merit, 
for that is an objeclion which never takes place in a 
conclave ; the cardinals never allowing goodness to be 
placed in the scale. If he were but an 'memy of the 
French, ilte Spanish faction would vote Jar a Jury ; and 
if he were immicat to the Spaniards, the French parly 
would vole for the devil* And as for the " car(Jiuil- 
nephews" of the last Pope, who are the most amve 
and vigilant, they would set up Antichrist to be assured 
of his friendship. 

The night before the conclave opened its session, 
Cardinal Panfilio held a long conference with his be- 
loved sister-in-law. The parliculars could never be 
learned, but at parting Ihe Donna Olimpia said, '' Per- 
chance I may see you Po/x, — but never more Cardinal." 
To which be answered, " Were yoa Popess, I would 
willingly resign my claim." 

Six weeks passed away, and the conclave had not 
even thought of Panfilio, and when they did begin to 

* Thii exhibits the baneful coaiifquGnces flowiog from permit- 
ting fortigaera to inlerfere In t\ie ulTairs o(a gavernment. ll ougLl 
to be recoltectecl. 
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think of him ten Ihousand difticiilies were slarteil, 
is Inie that the Spanish parly, seeing that all Iheir caM^ 
didates were laid aside, pressed hotly for the inclusire 
of Panfilio ; but the French party, instigated by Car- 
dinal Antonio Barbarino, did all in Iheir power to have 
him excluded. 

There were raany reasons why the Cardinal Panfilio 
was neilher desired nor approved. His salyrical, sour, 
brutal, saturnine look, made him be taken for a con- 
tumacious spirit. Some were heard to say that it would 
not do well to choose " an universal father" wilh such 
ft beastly deformed countenance : that he nroukl 

Jiighten the children coming near him. Others excepted 
on account of hia want of knowledge. They said that 
be had spent all his days in dreaming over the canon 
laws, and knew nothing of the world. Others, again, 
suggested that even in his knowledge of the canons he 
began to falter, by reason of old age. Nor were there 
wanting cardinals who urged that- he was not loo much 
inclined to learning, which is so essential to (he good 
of the church. These latter diviners were right, for 
(luring the whole of his reign the church was served 
wilh ignorant prelates ; many deserving persons were 
kept out of Bishopricks, some were persecuted and 
others were banished. It was foreseen that, if he were 
elected, he would be under Hie guidance of a JrniJ 
V}oma7t, and ihis bad nearly excluded him. This ob- 
jection did not at all arise out of any horror of the 
immoral course he had been pursuing, but because 
they contemplated, in Donna Olimpia, a domineering 
spirit, that might interfere with their future designs and 
prospects. This was the consideralion urged by Car- 
dinal Anionio and the French faclion, in their opposition 
to Caidinal Panfdio. They said that, in ihe then state 
of afiairs, it was dangerous to furnish Ihe heretics such 
a good ground for scandal of the church,' who (it was 
* I have been lutprlied Id linil how ort^n ttiia re 

, tnd how mach ii »aecttia in Ihe Roman Churc 

1 rtij lillU, coRipatBltvely, what one data, ir il a 
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said) would not fail (seeing the Pope resign the whole 
disposal of affairs to a woman) to defame the church 
with pasquinades. Why they would be circulated 
throughout the city, not confined to the cobbler's 
statue. Besides (they said), the kindnesses which had 
passed between Panfilio and his sister-in-law, were as 
yet confined to Rome, but if continued, as they cer- 
tainly would be, after he was made Pope, they would 
take wings and fly all over Christendom. All this 
clamor helped but to delude the court, and show the 
weakness of those who opposed Panfilio ; the more 
Cardinal Antonio strove to frustrate his election, the 
more he prognosticated the decree of fate, which had 
determined the fortune of ecclesiastical dominion in 
the person of this Roman Ades.* Thus, unexpectedly 
to Rome, in despite of Cardinal Antonio, and to the 
astonishment of every body, even some of those who 
voted for him, the Cardinal Panfilio was made Pope, 
and took upon him the name of Innocent X.f 

How Oonna Olimpia received this news let those 
judge who have studied the character of an ambitious v 

and is not calculated to bring down scandal upon the mother 
church. What horror ! Not that the Pope, who, in theory, is the 
source of all that is good, should be rotten to the core, but tluR 
this rottenness should be known to heretics, [the Reformers.] And 
these considerations prevail at the present day. Dens' Moral 
Theology is one of the vilest books ever published. This work is 
the text book of Maynooth College. It was brought into the 
United States, and publicly sold in the Catholic book stores in 
New York, until some persons pointed out its enormities, when it 
suddenly disappeared from their shelves, and now a copy of it 
cannot be purchased at any Catholic book store in that city. The 
same may be said of a certain Theologia Moral is published in this 
city, and for some time offered for sale^o any one who would pur- 
chase. Now a copy cannot be procured for love nor money, unless 
you are well known to be ooe of the faithful ! 

♦ " Ades," or «< Hades," was the God of the infernal regions of 
the Greeks. The latter word was afterward used to distinguish the 
place where he reigned. 

t Figuratively, Innocent means an Idiot. 
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woman. To rule was, to her, to live, and to live was 
with her to rule over her brolher-in-law. So highly 
was she transported with joy that, though she was fifty 
yeai-s of age, she seemed restored to the vigor of 
twenty-five. She flung open the gales of her kinsman's 
palace to the people, (who, according to the custom 
prevailing in Rome, came lo rifle it,) wilh demonstra- 
tions of great satisfaction.* But the populace were 
somewhat surprised and disappointed to find that all 
the richest furniture had been removed. The truth is, 
if it must be told, a certain prelate, in order lo put him- 
self in good odor wilh Donna Olimpia, had given her 
timely notice of the certainty that her brother- in-law 
would be elected, and that she carried off the best of 
the goods and hid Ihcm in her palace. f In the excess 
of her zeal for her kinsman, she is said to have 
answered the prelate that if the Cardinal Panfilio would 
only be elected, she would not only sacrifice the goods 
but herself to the people, but nevertheless, upon reflec- 
tion, she concluded that she might as well share the 
spoils, even at the hazard of being thought avaricious. 
The mob, finding little in the house to gratify Iheit de- 
sire of plunder, took their revenge in lampooning the 
Bonna Olimpia. 

The visitors received by the new Pope, previously 
lo being settled, were very few. He gave audience lo 
some only of his own confederacy. Not so did 
Donna Olimpia. The nobility of Rome flocked 
around her,— ambassadors paid her honors, and 
cardinal's ladies would have kissed her toe. In the 
beginning all were received with a most obliging coun- 
tenance ; but, gradually, as she found herself fast set- 
tling in her seat, she began to contract her brows. 

• One ran scarcely make up Ihcii minil which is worlby of the 
griatett deteslBlian. ihe inramous euslam of rifling the palactr of 
Ibe Pope elect, or the meinneBi and cnpldily of DonnB Olimpia. 

1 1t wetni Ihal upon ihe election of a Pope, the palace of tli« 
cirdiml elevated to that rtigriily is thrown open to ihe rabble, w WH 
rifle ilor tbe rurnlliire 
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The very night Panfilin was chosen Pope, about Iwn 
hours afier day was set in, she went privately and paid 
him a visit. He received her with demonstralions of 
great affection ; it was remarked ihat while she was 
kissing his feet Ihey both wept for joy. She remained 
there unlil midnight, part of the time in his closet wi(h 
the doors closed. By invitation she visited every part 
of the house, even his bed-chamber, she was anxious 
to see if his holiness had a soft bed and other things 
necessary for the good old man's comfort. 

The next day, at her palace, she commenced 
assuming the airs of state, acting the princess before all 
who called upon her. Cardinal Antonio, who, more 
than all others, apprehended what afterwards befel him, 
showed her the greatest respect and reverence. He 
addressed her by the title of " your Excellence." But 
the good tady, finding that she had it now in her power 
to revenge the injuries she had received of the Barba- 
rines, made him no great return to his civilities, and in 
consideration of the rumors which Antonio had circu- 
lated about her and her brother-tn-law, she treated hini 
with great coolness. This action was considered by 
some to border on treachery ; for, when Urban lay 
dying, and during the vacancy, she had fed up the 
Barbarini with fair promises, that, in case her brother- 
in-law were made Pope, they should not only be con- 
firmed in their actual prosperity, but be advanced. 
But the answer to this charge is that the Barharines, 
well read in the art of dissimulation, gave no great 
heed to her promises, hut opposed Panfilio's election 
with all their might, so that, in the eye of justice, theie 
was no great choice between them. 

The first act of Donna Olimpta at court was to ruin 
(he Barharines. However, knowing that it would 
prove no easy matter, seeing the unblamable life of 
Cardinal Francesco, and (he strong interest of Don 
Fadeo ; especially as their house was possessed of great 
wealth ; she, after counselling with the Pope, resolved 
to commence with Cardinal Antonio, who was much 
hated in Rome. 
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. It was reported, ami I believe wilh truth, that the 
Pope would not have persecuted Antonio (o such a 
degree, bad it oot been for the frequent importunities 
of Donna Olimpia. Nevertheless, he haled him for 
many reasons, and particularly for the opposition made 
to his election. But he would have been content to 
mortify him a little. Donna Olimpia, however, pressed 
bis entire extirpation, (hat she might get his abbies 
and other revenues into her own hands. She succeeded 
in getting the abbies and revenues, but she failed of 
taking his life; for, having been warned of the inten- 
tions against him, he fled, disguised, through Italy into 
France. At Savona he narrowly escaped being taken 
prisoner. Had he been arrested at that lime, he would 
most assuredly have been tried for his life, and most 
probably would have been executed. God had mercy 
on him. 

Dorna OHmpia formed the design of removing 
immediately into the Vatican ; and the Pope had 
yielded to it, had not Cardinal Panzicolo remonstrated, 
and by force of reason labored to divert both of Ihem 
from the thought. He represented that it would be 
scandal, not only lo Rome, but to the whole Christian 
world. That it would be enough lo confirm the truth 
of the rumors which were then rife, but which some yet 
doubted, of (heir scandalous intercourse. Upon this 
last consideration, ihe Pope made her live at her own 
palace, but gave her permission to come lo him every 
day, or rather every night — for she went there after 
sunset, and left about midnight. She never omitted to 
go, for a single day. 

The Cardinal Panzicolo was Ihe only one who could 
put in motion that small mass of mailer in the Pope's 
scull, called biains. Sometimes he could influence 
bim more than Donna Ohmpia. He knew Ihe exact 
length of Ihe Pope's foot, and could lell, Iherefore, 
when and where the shoe pinched. He advised bis 
Holiness in a way suitable to his inclinations, which 
was a great satisfaction lo the Pope ; he had also Ihe 




advantage of being with him all day, and part ol" Ihe 
night, too, occasionally. This Pope never retired regu- 
larly for the night till after midnight. Quite the con- 
trary his predecessor, who went to rest presently after 
evening, and rose at break of day to dispatch public 
a^alrs. 

The government of the Pope was a little embroiled 
while the Cardinal Panzicolo lived ; for he made it a 
point to disappoint the counsels of the Donna Olimpia, 
and she, on the other side, endeavored to find out some 
objection to what lie advised. Bat after (he death of 
the Cardinal, the government was wholly feminine and 
scandalous, to the justification of what the Cardinals 
Santes and Barbarini had deduced in the Conclave. 
Cardinal Sanies, who was a man of wisdom and expe- 
rience, was requested to give his opinion of Cardinal 
Panfilio, in case he was made Pope. He answered, 
"that he would be a good Pope from the Ponloroolle 
to Rome,' (meaning that he would be good for ihe 
city of Rome, i. e. by buildings and other improve- 
ments for the embellishment of the city, as in effect he 
turned out to be ;) hut that ho would prove very per- 
nicious to the Slate and profit of Christendom, and that 
many persons would suffer on his account." 

This cardinal, without doubt, reasoned from Ihe 
absolute devotion of Panjilio to bis sister-in-law, and 
considering that women in general think of nothing but 
what is immediately before their ejes, and within reach 
nf their hands. He said that the Cardinal, when made 
Pope, would, through Donna Olimpia's advice, lay all 
other considerations aside, and even neglect the Church 
and State, for embellisliing Rome. And he was not 
much astray in his prophecy. 

Id the same manner. Cardinal Francesco Barbarino, 
a man of most exemplary iife and conduct, being 
entreated to give his opinion of the candidate, replied, 
" that he would make a most excellent Pope far the 
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women." A sentence too notorious to be interpreted 
a propbecy. To say truth, Donna Olimpia disposed 
of all the court affairs, bolh public and private. Tbere 
was not Ibe least business done wilbout her approval, 
at least in part. Often when his holiness had been 
treating wilh Cardinal Panzicolo about some atfair, he 
would slop short and exclaim, "But what will Donna 
Olimpia say to this?" which showed that he was under 
a great dread of displeasing her. For this reason, 
Panzicolo would often consult with Donna OHmpia, 
beforehand, and then propose the business to the Pope, 
that he might not incur the odium of differing wilh the 
lady. 

Donna Olimpia importuned the Pope to have her son 
made a cardinal, and the Pope dare not refuse her. 
She then desired to have him declared Cardinal 
Patron,* a title always conferred on the Pope's nearest 
9iephew.\ Donna Olimpia was induced to make this 
request from two motives, neither of which proceeded 
from natural affection. The first was to lesson the 
power over the Pope of Cardinal Panzicolo; for she 
promised herself that as soon as her son should be 
appointed Cardinal Patron, which gave him the man- 
agement of public and private affairs, that Panzicolo 
would absent himself from court. The second was to 
make herself more absolute ; for by placing her son, 
who was very incapable, in Ihat otfice, she made no 
doubt but that the power would devolve upon her. 
She knew from experience that her son dare not trust 
his weak mind wilh the management of any business 
of importance ; and in such a case, who so proper 1o 
apply to as his mother, especially when she had such 
great capacily. And no doubt it would have turned 
out so, if her son had not so soon repented of his bafi^ 
gain, in taking such a burthen upon his shoulders. ^M 

The Pope undertook, at the commencement, instra^H 

• CardiDBl Patron is ihe chief MinUler o! Slate. .^H 

t This is Ihc iiamn gii-i-ii <« the Pope's illeBilimoK children. ,^H 



inp; his nephew Cardinal, by degrees, to conduct public 
aSairs, for he was conscious of his great ignorance. But 
the Carding nephew, instead of advancing, went back- 
wards. After many months' tuition, he had not been 
able to teach him to conduct one single affair. He was 
reproved a hundred times, and as oflen pronounced a 
block' head ; but all to no purpose.' He found (hat 
he was engaged in a business that did not suit him, and 
he resolved lo leave it. In the meantime the Princess 
itosanna became a widow, and he determined to throw 
off bis scarlet, and to marry her, contrary to the wishes 
of both the Pope and his mother. 

There was nol much time intervened between his 
renunciation of the cardinalship and his wedding with 
the widow. The people of Rome were astonished — 
the Pope was incensed, and afier two hours conference 
with bis mother, he and his lady were banished from 
Rome. He was surprised, and the Princess was 
piqued at such usage ; however, (hey both thought it 
best to submit— not without some rash expresssions of 
the bride, not much to the honor of the Pope or Donna 
Olimpia. 

The world was surprised at the severity of the sen- 
tence ; (hey saw nothing in it which was calculated 
particularly to displease his holiness, especially as he 
was the only branch of the house of Panfilio. Surely, 
it was said, the Pope ought to have excused this 
natural infirmity, and approved of the change, which 
was calculated (o keep up the family.) Besides, they 
argued, the large fortune, the quality, the beauty and 
the youth of the lady, were great inducements. All 
these considered, it was thought that (he Pope had 
more reason to commend than to blame his nephew. 

Those who looked more closely into such matters, 

* Wliat an outrage, to make a cardinal or sucb a blocVlieH't ! 
How Illtte regard must lie pcid to religious or menial qualidcstLoni 
in the court of Rome. 

t They bail Ihree sous. 
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insisted that it was no dislike which the Pope took 1o 
the alliance in itself, Ihat caused the disgrace of Ibe 
parties, but, as it is said, he was actualed by a vain- 
glorious desire to make tbe world believe, that, as a 
zealous patriarch, he had laid aside all personal con- 
siderations of blood or family, to vindicate the honor 
of the church, which was insulled by his nephew's 
laying down his oardinal's hat for the possession of 8 
'wife. 

The real design in the banishment, as some would 
have it, was this:— The Pope, perceiving (hat the 
revenue of the house of Aldobrandioo, which was lhat 
of Ihe Princess, was charged willi legacies and olhet 
incumbrances, and his nephew, by being out of the 
country, would be exempt from the expenses which he 
would otherwise have had to pay, consequent upon 
a marriage of ihe Pope's nephew with a lady born to so 
great a forlnne. The estate being thus saved from the 
actual charge, would come in more clear in the end. 

But this IS a reason so sordid, that one can scarcely 
believe it of a private person — much less of a prince 
■whose mind is daily excited by great and noble actions. 

This discourse, to say truth, commenced in the shops 
among the tradesmen, who, for the most part, are prone 
to measure other people's merit by the capacity of their 
own souls. It, however, gained credit as it spread, 
and was countenanced at length by some refined cour- 
tiers, who alleged lhat the Pope would never have done 
Ihis of himself, but lhat he had been instigated by ihe 
Cardinal Panzicolo and (he Donna Olimpia. Then it 
was (hat the other excuse was given out, lo preserve 
the reputation of the Pope and cover Donna Olimpia's 
avarice. 

But il is time lhat the reader should be informed why 
Donna Olimpia forced herself (o pat her son in disgrace 
with his uncle ; otherwise her conduct might appear 
irreconcilable with the feelings of common humanity. 
In the end no one doubted but lhat it was the mother 
■who was the chief inslrument in the banishment of the 
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son, so it -will be worlh some pains to know the par- 
ticulars of a matter so very extraordinary. Upon the 
notice of Prince Camilla's design, Donna Olimpia grew 
jealous lest the consiJerableness of so great a match 
might not make a new partner in the favors of his 
Holiness, or at least limit her, who had hitherto held 



unbounded sway 



1 her I 



mtrol over his mind. She 



knew that her intended daughter-in-law was a lady of 
great wit as well as great discretion, and this furnished 
sufBcient ground for her suspicion. Might she not win 
upon the Pope? And what aggravated her jealousy 
was her knowledge of the Pope's inclination to admire 
the female sex. Might not the Pope find more plea- 
sure in the conversation of a young niece, than in that 
of an old sister-in-law? For (hese reasons she used 
all her canning to render the nephew odious in the eyes 
of Ihe uncle, contrary to the bonds of nature and of 
consanguinity! She was determined not to give up 
Ihe ambition of guiding at her will and pleasure he 
who boasted that he governed the world. Nor was it 
strange that the Pope, who had long since resigned his 
heart, should place his character at the disposal of this 
woman. She abused his power to such a degree that 
his name became a by-word at Rome. 

Besides which it must be recollected that the menial 
endowments of Prince Camilla were of a very low 
order. He had made him a cardinal, he had raised 
him to the rank of his £rst nephew, and be had found 
him out to be a dunce, ^the more he was inslrucled 
the greater dunce he became ; scarcely a day passed 
without some complaints against him, scarcely an hour 
without some reproofs and chidings; so that the Pope 
could never see him without regret, and must have 
been heartily glad to get rid of him. It was, never- 
theless, considered surprising by those who were unac- 
quainted with these particulars, that one who had 
surrendered to the excess of an aspiring woman, who 
governed the church, the state, the court, and his 
person, with so high a hand, would at the same time 
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be so cruel to his only nephew for accepting the love 
of a noble lady, who brought such a noble patriniony 
to the house of Panfilio, 

But what I consider a slill greater wonder, was that 
a princess so much sought after by princes, should 
place her affections upon such a simpleton, especially 
as he was, in addition, ill-natured. In my opinion, 
for this reason alone, the Pope ought to have com- 
mended the choice of his nephew, and have received 
them both into fayor. 

As to the condescension of the princess, there is an 
old saying in Italy, that "the ladies of Rome would 
rather govern a city of churchmen than a kingdom of 
cavaliers," 

It was not easily accounted for why the Pope, in the 
beginning of his reign, should seek to extinguish the 
house of Panfiiio, by taking his nephew into the 
church, since he was the only branch of the family 
left, especially when we have seen, for the most part, 
that former popes, to establish their house and name, 
have ruined the state, and set all the world together by 
the ears. But, to do the Pope justice, this was not his 
original intention. He had, with the advice of Panzi- 
colo, resolved to marry him. But Donna Olimpia 
overruled them both, and he was made a cardinal, a 
cardinal patron, and was banished to please her. She 
appeared to be willing to blot out the very name of her 
family rather than diminish her authority over the holy 
see. 

Prince Caroiilo being gone from Rome, DonoK 
Olimpta engrossed the whole affairs at court, nothinjB> 
disturbing her but regret at perceiving the inHiience of 
Panzicolo, However, as long as the cardinal did not 
interrupt her in her main design, viz : to amass riches, 
she smothered the malice she bore him. She would 
fhin have had the Pope discharge himself from all 
business, leaving its transaction to his " confidents," in 
which term she comprehended her whole and sole p 
son; — she sought every means of diverting ihe | 
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old man from care. At first he had evinced great 
solicitude, inq^uiring inlo every affair, receiving peti- 
tions, and heann? the complaints of those who esteemed 
themselves aggneved from their own mouths. But 
Donna Olimpia persuaded him that it would be better 
for the good of Christendom for him to seek repose, 
than to harrass himself thus and run the risk of his 
valaable life. She conjured him to talk but little, and 
when he was the least indisposed she appeared very 
much afflicted, and blamed him as being accessory to 
the mischief, by troubling himself more than he need 
with the transaction of business. The poor Pope, who 
believed that she did all this with a sincere and single 
heart, adored her. He had not good sense enough to 
perceive that all this zeal did not proceed from the love 
she bore him, but was a mere contrivance to keep the 
disposal of every thing in her own hands. She per- 
suaded him to moderate such expenses as she thought 
siiperfluous, by abating the salaries of several of the 
officers, by reforming his own table, and other things 
which drained the Pope's purse, of which she was the 
keeper, without rendering any account. The greedi- 
ness of the Barbarines in amassing money, which was 
the greatest Rome had ever before seen, was entirely 
forgotten in comparison with that of Innocent's, I would 
aay Donna Olimpia. No criminal judge was appointed 
by her recommendation to whom she did not give the 
most barbarous instructions, suited to nothing but her 
avarice. She warned them to look more to the purse 
than the blood of the criminal, and she would fre- 
quently write to them to send her the redemptions, 
under pretence that she wanted to lay them out for the 
poor. By her example the judges were encouraged to 
look to their own share of the spoils, so that extortion 
was raised to the greatest imaginable height. The 
Pope was informed that the judges were cruel and ex- 
cessive, and that they robbed the people beyond 
measure ; but neither were the oppressed relieved nor 
the guilty judges punished; such was the pernicious 
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impression Uoniia Olimpia had made upon liim. His 
answer was always the same, "that divine providence, 
which disposed his will, had, through his Lands, ap- 
pointed good men for the administration of justice, and 
that to speak illy of his ministers was to arraign divine 
providence, with which he had been inspired."* 
Neither arguments nor examples, which made oul 
clearly to all other understandings the converse of this 
proposition, could ever make hiin give up this wicked 
fancy. A certain German count, who was one day 
conversing upon this subject, remarked, "that he saw 
plainly that ere long it would be adopted as a maxim 
that ALL THR Pope's subjects were infallible!'' 

Donna Olimpia. did her best to prevent the com- 
plaints from reaching the Pope's ears; receiving them 
herself, after having accepted the money from ihe 
oppressors. What justice was to be expected from 
such a course of proceeding? 

In this way it came to be the sole topic of discourse 
in Rome — Ihe Donna Olimpia's insatiable thirst for 
wealth. Every one admitted that, in the times of so 
many other Popes, many of whom had nephews who 
robbed the people to provide for themselves, nothing 
had ever been seen that would bear a comparison wilh 
the present system of peculation. All went into that 
bottomless pit, the purse of Donna Olimpia, She 
would not let her son, or even her brother-in-law, see a 
carlin of it.f 

The house of Panlilio, (except Donna Olimpia, who 
belonged to the family of the Maldachini,) consisted of 
the Pope, his sister, Don Camilla and his two sisters. 

* Thii impioua doctrine of RonianUm triaea out of Ihe unrounileil 
cUicn to the pontiQeal rhntr bj dirian riehi How could Bllch ■ 
manu Innocent, living in the scnndaloui course Ihat lie did, im- 
agiae Ih^t he wa> the vicar of Christ ? Hnw dire he, who w*b 
allowing Donna Olimpia to commit all iheie enormities under color 
of hu tulhority, attempt to throw the blame upon Providence? 

t Carlin, a »mall piece of silver money, which wai current in the 
Kingdom of Nnplea, tte. worth abont aix cents of onr mon'*)f. 




The sisler of his Holiness, " Agallha," never made any 
great figure in the world. She never came out of the 
cloister, except when the Pope sent for her, which he 
sometimes did, to cheer her up in her old age. This 
lady, during the time her brother was cardinal, kept a 
good correspondence wilh her sister-in-law Donna 
Oiimpia ; but after he was made Pope, she began to 
shun her, and not wilhout reason ; for she perceived 
that her brother debarred her from soliciling any favors, 
while every thing was heaped upon his favorile. So 
that, like most persons who lead monastic lives, she 
became a prey to envy, which engendered a great 
hatred for her sister-in-law. And truly speaking, this 
lady, during the whole ten years that her brother 
reigned, never obtained a favor above the blessing of a 
medal. Nor did this unkindness proceed directly from 
the Pope — although he was not a person to be in 

feneral over free willi his favors^ — bul from Ihe preju- 
ice of Donna OUmpia, who persuaded the good old 
man [faat if he once began by granting favors to his 
sister, that the nuns, who are very importunate, would 
never cease their applications; by reason of which it 
was better for his sister, as well as for himself, never 
to open a door that would be found so difficult, if not 
impossible, to close again. All this while, this afiec- 
lion of charity was the least of her real thoughts. She 
was apprehensive that her sister-in-law might share in 
those favors of which she wanted to be sole recipient, 
and therefore she thus contrived it, that nothing should 
be granted to her sisler-in-iaw which she could herself 
take. One of Donna Camilla's sisters, of whom I 
must now speak, was married to Don Andrea Juslini- 
ani, a prince that may be recollected among the disci- 
ples of fortune. This man was called to be the heir 
of the late Marquis Justiniani, who, finding no heir by 
descent, cast his eye upon this creature, who was at 
that lime a miserably poor knight. He came from the 
same stock, bat was separated by a great distance from 
the Marquis. He had there, by the smiles of fortune, 
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arrived at considerable dislinction, but marred all 1 
prospects by marrying the niece of Innocent the '. 
When the alliance took place, the Seignor Panfilio was 
only a cardinal ; but when he was made Pope, Don 
Andrea Justinian! became the Pope's nephew, and as 
such, was allowed by custom cerlain prerogatives and 
privileges. This elevation did not, however, make 
Don Andrea any richer ; for, except the usual honors 
and their consequent charges, attendant upon the post 
of " Pope's nephew," he never experienced any further 
help from his uncle than he had a right to expect from 
the greatest stranger. Innocent the X. knew that his 
kinsman was a good manager of an estate, and he con- 
aidcred him very fortunate in having, in his knight- 
errantry, made so good a pass. Besides, the Pope did 
not think iit to commit to his charge any business of 
great weight, seeing that although he might be 
esteemed a man of honesty, he was of very ordinary 
mental capacity. The princess, his lady, was made 
very welcome at the Pope's palace, but with Ihe 
understanding that she would not gain much by her 
visits. The mother-in-law would scarcely ever allow 
her to appear in the Pope's presence ; thus both bus- 
band and wife, even in ordinary favors, which their 
demands scarcely ever exceeded, were not much over- 
burthened. 

Don Camillo's second sister was married to Don 
Nicolfi Sudovisio, Prince of Primbirio, nephew of Pope 
Gregory the XV., and brother to that Cardinal Patron 
who, in Ihe time of his uncle, disposed absolutely of 
all church affairs. This prince calculated largely upon 
the advantages to be derived from the connection, but 
the greatest part of her portion consisted of hopes, 
which were inspired by Cardinal Panzicolo, who made 
up this match. And truly there were some grounds 
for reliance, for it was about that time that Don 
' Camillo was made a cardinal. Don Nicoli, who was 
I aware of ihe weakness of mind of Don Camdlo, enter- 
tained the hope that all the teal power of a nephew 
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would devolve upon him ; and thai, he having been 
familiar with governmental afTflirs, ail the public busi- 
ness would fall to his share. But in these calculations 
he found himself dreadfully deceived, for Donna 
Olimpia was too discreet to allow any thing of 
importance to go into any other hands than her own. 
So the poor prince was obliged, like a child, to be 
fed with whatever his nurse chose to give him. Nor 
did the prince gain any thing by the lamentations of 
his sad condition which he uttered ; for Donna 
Olimpia, not much edified by these emanations, gave 
him to understand that he was, in the opinion of his 
Holiness, sufficiently honored In receiving the hand of 
his niece, and (hat he had no reason to complain of a 
match that enabled him to repair the breaches in the 
fortune of his own family. Upon this answer, the 
prince deemed it most prudent, in public, to dissemble 
and remain silent, not forgetting that his mother-in-law 
was the Pope's. favorite. But in private he omitted not 
to vent his passion, occasionally saying, among his 
friends, that bis alliance with the Pope, instead of 
raising, had diminished him, on account of the disgust 
it occasioned him from the French, who thereupon 
made his state of Piombino the object of their fury. 
Not being able to revenge themselves upon the Pope, 
they had &]]en upon him as one of the Pope's relations. 
Whereas, all the recompense he bad received was the 
appointment of Vice Admiralship to the Pope's Galleys, 
and some other very slight matters, not adequate to his 
losses. The command of Vice Admiral was conferred 
upon the prince at the instance of Donna Olimpia, not 
out of any love to him, but to get him sent away from 
Rome; and accordingly his Holiness sent hira, with 
his galleys, to assist the Venilians in the Levant. The 
prince also complained that the Pope never sent for 
him at vacant hours ; and that whenever he commenced 
a conversation on business, the Pontiff would interrupt 
him, treating him more like a buffoon than the nephew 
of a Pope. 
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We must now return to Donna Olimpia, wLo, it 
must not be forgotten, is our heroine. This lady had 
now for five years and upwards exercised (he power of 
Ihe Pope of Rome. . That she was a person of great wit 
and subliety, could not be denied. She knew well 
how to lime her business, and other circumstances con- 
tributed to the captivation of his will. She had dis- 
posed of him while bishop, cardinal, and nuncio 
without the least contradiction ; and even afler he was 
made Pope, she stood her ground, bj holding ofT all 
who would not submit to become her creatures. There 
was a general dissatisfaction at court that there was no 
Cardinal nephew, and that ail affairs of Stale were 
under the guidance of a female. But Donna Olimpia 
was constituted to overcome difficulties, and she con- 
tinued to hold the reigns of government for nearly six 
years, where most women could not have done it for 
six months. 

Donna Olimpia reduced (he Pope's Datary* to her 
entire subjection. Before that time (he Datary had 
absolute power to sell all places at a certain rale ; but 
Donna Olimpia reduced him to a mere mioisterial 
officer to do the Pope's orders, which were in truth 
her own. However, the cardinal who was Datary was 
a wise man, and took all in good part. Nothing of 
office kind at court was disposed of without Donna 
Olimpia's knowledge. If the benefices were very 
email, the officers of the Datary had orders to keep 
them on hand 'till she informed herself of their real 
• The Datary is an officer of Ilia Pope's eoutt. He is always a 
prulate, and Eometimes a cardinal, depuled by his Holiness I o re- 
ceive petition* relating to beneGces, He has a salary o[ 2000 
crowos, exclusive of perquisites. When the Pope coHEents to ■ 
petition, he writes upon it "fiat nl petitur;" upon which it i» 
taken to Ihe Datary, who endorses 'i unnuit Banctisaimui." Arier- 
wards conies the Pope's Bull, granting the benelice, which pMcea 
through the hands of more than a thousand persons, belonging to 
arteea different offices, who have all their •laleH Tees. (Book'i 
Theological DiiiiDnar/.l ' ^^M 
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value. When a Bislioprick became Taconl, the appli- 
cants a ddressed themselves to her, and hg who offered 
the highest price, toUhout regard to capnrttp or desert, 
was introduced. Abbeys and canonicates,* and all 
other dignities, whether civil or ecclesiastical, were 
put up to the best bidder, for Donna OHmpia's plea- 
sure and profit. There was no use in appearing before 
her empty handed. The full value of every place had 
lo be paid. She had her tariff": an office of a thousand 
crowns a year, which lasted but three years, was taxed 
one year's revenue ; but if it lasted for life, she was 
not ashamed to demand a moiety of the revenue for 
twelve years. Some Bishopricks lay void for more 
(ban five years successively, only because she could 
not find a chapman ; — however, when they were filled, 
she exacted the profits of them all that while. An 
Abbot of the kingdom of Naples, beggared his house 
by coveting a Bishoprick which was at her disposal. 
He was given to understand that ho must pay 20,000 
crowns. The poor man could not make up the sum ; 
he persuaded his brothers to join in the sale of their 
patrimony, and take up, on credit, what they could, to 
make up the sum. This was done— the money paid, 
and he was named, but died before he was ordained. 
The whole family was thus ruined, and Donna Olirapia 
resold the Bishoprick to the highest bidder. 

Such was the exhorbitant avarice of this modem 
Agrippina, and she made her consent necessary to the 
promotion of any one. She would otten make the 
cardinals treat the same business over again in their 
congregations, which had been once despatched, and 
had been known to do Ibis even in a congregation 
where the Pope had been present in person, and had 
concurred. 

From her great iniluenee, it came to pass that all the 
court ofBcers paid obedience to her; some through 
hope and others through fear, taking care not to per- 
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form Ihe least duty without her knowledge and a<I- 
Tice. 

Cardinal Panzicolo himself, though mucli taken up 
with the business of his place, and frequently indis- 
posed, thought best to humor her. He was obliged, 
frequently, to go and see her giving an account of all 
the secret affairs that had occurred. She might be 
seen, from time to time, with a bundle of papers or 
memorials. Pope-like, giving a majestic nod of approval 
to propositions which had been made. Some of these 
had been the subject of bitter discussion in the Pope's 
closet. 

The Princess Ludovisio, during the exile of the 
Prince and herself had two sons, events which every 
one thought would cause great pleasure to the Pope, 
but they were much mistaken ; he remained as little 
concerned as before about them, and never so much as 
thought of calling them back. 

And now it is fit that the reader should know why 
the Pope was so hardened against these relatives. At 
the time Donna Oliropin had persuaded him to make a 
cardinal of Don Camillo, against his own sense of pro- 
priety, and also contrary to the advice of Cardinal Pan- 
zicolo, she made use nf ihis artifice. 

C^ [The paragraph following of the original, is not 
lit for publication in this refined age.] 

The Pope believed Ihis story as he did every thing 
coming from the mouth of Donna Olimpia, in whom he 
had entire confidence, and to whom he appeared to 
have sworn allegiance ■ for she had only lo command 
and he obeyed. Some persons alleged that she bad 
had a charm upon him which I am almost inclined to 
believe; for how can you account for such a clownish, 
red faced fellow, proving so complaisant lo a lady 
without some diaboticat enchantment.' ,^M 

• Thia ii B very silly remark of our BUthar, but it mu^l Ul^l 
ColUcTed (bat in the days in wbicti he wrole they believed in U4^| 
Ibinga. In the book of laxei. published by Pope Leo X. in iW^H 
•nlilled thn Taxu of tht Sacr«d Cbincery of Rome, thrre W^| 
thapler devoleil to niekaulmmti Htiil torririrj. ^| 
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No history of ancient times can produce a parallel ; 
I do not speak of a Pope merely, but of any prince or 
raoQarch. There have been tyrants who have delivered 
themselves over to women ; but these ■were affections 
of the soul, not of the sceplre. If she was admitted 
into their bed-chambers she was excluded from iheir 
council chambers ; if they adored her in private, 
they took no notice of her in public ; if ihey made her 
a present of their persons, they did not do so of their 
kingdoms ; if they allowed her to rule themselves, they 
did not allow her to rule the people. But Innocent 
the X. presented Donna Olimpia wirh not only his hand 
and his heart, but with his kingdom, his church, and 
his people. Never was a king known to place SO 
much confidence in his lawful wife ; never did Queen 
Regent exact such universal obedience. She even 
attempted to annul the decrees of the church, reducing 
the authority of former Popes by whom they bad been 
made, in so great a degree, that some predicted a 
schism in the church, A thousand more examples 
might be brought forward to prove her Impertousness 
and audacity, but some would offend the ears more 
than gratify the curiosity of the reader, I will there- 
fore conclude with this one. Donna Olimpia had a 
nephew, (who is still alive) the son of one of her 
brothers, then about eighteen years of age. He was a 
sheepish looking fellow with no presence, or aspect of 
a man, wholly inexperienced, so illy capable of dis- 
course that he bore the reputation of a dunce ; he was 
ill and vulgar spoken, addicted to such recreations as 
are suited to low spirits. This creature was once with 
great exertion brought before the Pope, who turning 
tn Donna Olimpia who had introduced him, exclaimed, 
" Sister, I beseech you let him come no nearer, for he 
is ten times more homely than myself," Notwith- 
standing all this, he was made a cardinal at that unlaw- 
ful age. This appointment was the wonder of all 
Rome, the execration of Christendom. This is the 
Cardinal Maldachini, who in all the visits he gives or 
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receives, makes use of the same set compliraenis, which 
like a child he has got by heart.* 

Just Rbout Ihat lime the statue of Marrorio, wns 
hidden from view, by a palace thnt was built about it ; 
upon which a great many Pasquils or Pastjuinades weie 
made, among them was the following : 



And truly this Cardinal bas been and ever will be, 
Ibe " Carnival Cardinal," the bufloon [scurra] of Ihe 
apostolic college, as well as a scandal to the church as 
long as be lives. 

The instructions that bis aunt gave him, lo keep 
learned men in his family, was of little use lo bim, for 
he bad not wit enough to see the wisdom of it, or 
parts enough to benefit by their conversation. 

Donna Olimpia was also accused of cruelly. She it 
was wbo caused Mascam, Bruno and .several others to 
be executed. She bad squeezed out of tbem during 
their lives all the money she could, and she calculated 
to profit by ibeir deaths. She took away (he office of 
Dalarjf from Cardinal Cecchine, and sbe used Palolta 
so badly, (bat be was ofien heard to say that he would 
rather be in a cloister, and liable lo Ibe impertinence 
of a monk, than in Rome under (he tyranny of Donna 
Olimpia. 

So severely did Ibis lady govern Ibe court, that Pan- 
zdcolo made it his bu.siness to tell Ihe Pope; informing 
him of Ihe complaints of ambassadors, that they could 
not find about the court ministers lo convey their ad- 
dresses to his Holiness; anil thus being obliged upon 
all occasions (o treat directly wilb the Pope, and ihat 

• This grnllemon wi 
next Pope. S9 we will s< 
. ironder the; did not make him Pope 
f These witticisms Inse 
( See Note, P«ae^4. 
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he would never give tliem a good nay, nor a bad yea ; 
i. e. a direct answer to any purpose. He became a( 
last weary of the conlinual imporlunilies of his sister- 
in-law, and the attendance upon all audiences, espe- 
cially as he was not allowed the assistance of his 
predecessors of a Cardinal nephew, to lake part of the 
burthen off" his shoulders. The situalion of cardinal 
patron, which ia never conferred upon any but one of 
the Pope's nephews,* is one of great importance,' — one 
of equal weight and honor. When the Pope is indis- 
posed or hath a mind to be private, he receives the 
ambassadors, with whom he has power to treat, 
although he can resolve nothing.f Besides which he 
subscribes all letters to the Nuncios, Legates, and 
Governors of Provinces, presides in the council of 
state, and in short all that ought to come to the Pope's 
eye, passes, by right, through his hands. This auxili- 
ary was entirely wanting to this poor old man, who 
in his languishing condition had great need of assist- 
ance. 

To enable him to select one who might aid him in 
this extremity, the Pope held a conference with Panzi- 
cola ; many were proposed but were objected to by 
Donna Olirapia, who was jealous of her own authority, 
she pretended, however, to be actuated by nothing but 
zeal in the cause of her beloved brother-in-law. Car- 
dinal Albergati was first thought of, he who calls him- 
self Cardinal Ludovisio, His appointment was 
supported by the Prince Ludovisio, who, as he could 
not be trusted personally with this important office, 
■would feign have seen it bestowed on one of his blood 
kindred. But his brother's ignorance of affairs, private 
and public, prevented him from being appointed. The 
next who was brought forward was Father Fabio 
Albergati the Cardinal's brother, and a Jesuit ; but the 
Pope declared that he would not aggrandize one house 

• Illflgitimale chililren. 

egory the XV. referred every thing to his nephewa. 
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with ihe advancement of three brothers. At lasl after 
long debate, and to the wonder of all men, as well as 
the dissatisfaction of the Pope's kindred, a nephew by 
adoption was selected, who with his Cardinalship was 
to assume the name of " Panfilio," and the office of 
Cardinal patron was conferred upon him. But it will 
nol be amiss to give the reader the whole particulars, 
as the selection exasperaled our heroine Donna Olim- 
pia, and caused her to inveigh most fuiiously against 
the contrivers and promoters of the scheme. 

In fact the new cardinal will be reckoned among the 
prodigies of fortune by all after ages to which his fame 
may extend, and they will probably not be many. 
Without blood relationship to the Pope, without merit, 
without any thing, was this man thus advanced ; made 
a cardinal, made a cardinal nephew, as if he had been 
of the blood of the Paniilii, He had no other qualifi- 
cation for so eminent a place than having been born of 
a noble family, which was so deeply sunk in debt that 
it was past redemption. His name was Camillo Astaili, 
twenty-seven years of age, and had managed to be- 
come a bishop, but no one ever dieamed of his being 
raised any higher. The introduction he had received 
came through his charge at Rome, and his affinity which 
his brother the marquis had contracted by marrying 
the niece of Donna OHmpJa. His family applied the 
remnant of their means to purchase the place of clerk 
of the chambers, and upon that they all relied, as by 
that means they were introduced at court. 

Camillo Aslalli immediately commenced paying 
Ciourt (0 Cardinal Panzicolo, for he perceived that, next 
to Donna Olimpia, he had the greatest weight with his 
Holiness. Fortune favored him ; he found in the car- 
dinal a return of kindness ; but that discreet person did 
not depart from his rule, which was not to favor any 
one before the Pope. This rule he had adopted, not 
because of any inherent ill-nalure, but because he had 
long discovered that his Holiness was desirous that all 
his favors should pa.ss through Donna Olimpia. WhoH 



DONNA OLIMPIA UALDACHIXI. 

asked he expressed a good opinion of tbe young man, 
and agreed that it was necessary to fill the office, to 
take the burthen and weight of business ofT his mas- 
ter's ahouldera. 

The Pope, who was weary of attending audiences, 
was desirous of having a substitute, but ambassadors 
would not treat wiih one under the degree of a car- 
dinal patron, so that his Eminence was obliged to 
make him a cardinal and adopt him as his nephew. It 
was, therefore, proclaimed throughout Rome, to the no 
small astonishment of many persons, that this young 
man, who was wholly unfit to perform the duties, had 
been appointed to the office. 

The whole thing was conducted with so much 
secrecy and address, that Donna Oliinpia for once was 
outwitted. She never had even mistrusted the parties 
until it was too late, and her bitterness against both the 
promoter and the promoted knew no bounds. What, 
confer so eminent a favor upon a stranger ! and without 
her knowledge and concurrence, it was not to be borne 
with. Her anger was increased by the discovery that 
the Pope showed an affection for bis adopted nephew, 
and she vented her spleen upon Panzicolo, who she 
charged with having designs ^upon the death of the 
actual incumbent) upon the papal chair. She called 
him a villain and a traitor in the presence of his Holi- 

Innocent commenced by committing to the young 
man's care the affairs of his household, and the ad- 
ministration of the additional fortune to the primogeni- 
ture of the house of Panfilio. This incensed Camillo, 
the true nephew of the Pope, who considered it a 
reflection upon not only his capacity, but his honesty. 

The new cardinal patron gave audience to the 
ambassadors, ministers and princes, with great patience 
and civility ; so he did to courtiers and others, who 
had not themselves free access to his Eminence. 
Nevertheless this was but an outward and seeming 
satisfaction, for to any business of importance he never 
gavc'any other answer than " that he would mention it 
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(o his Holiness." Nor upon ihe report of any malfer 
could more be extracted than " Ibat it would be taken 
into consideration ;" which, in the language of the 
court of Home, means " that there would be little or 
10 notice taken of it." 

The Pope continued to communicate all slate a^airs 
to this cardinal, not with any design of laying ihe 
■weight of ihem upon him, as to train hira up to busi- 
ness ; but he did- not confide much to so raw a states- 

in, fearing be might fail hira. So that, except the 
honor, he was no more cardinal patron after than he 
was before his appointment, except that he subsciihed 
all letfers to nuncio's, legates and governors of 
provinces. As to all small mailers, they were drawn 
up by a young man who was Secretary to Cardinal 
Panzicolo, and who was advanced by the latter on 
account of his aptness in business. 

To comfort a little the checked ambition of Donna 
Olitopia, and to dispel her wrath, the Pope ordered the 
Cardinal to visit that lady, and impart such business as 
he thought best to reveal. But be for the most part 
told her little of value, especially to himself. 

Shortly after this the Pope resolved to dismiss Donna 
Olimpia from the court. This he determined to do 
with good words, as he was anxious not to disoblige 
the lady, for she was the idol of his heart. He per- 
formed his part with tears in his eyes, and the greatest 
imaginable regret. The order ran, that " Ihe Donna 
Olimpia should withdraw herself from all his afifairs, 
public and private, temporal and spiritual, and for the 
future should not presume lo come into his presence 
or under the roof o( his palace." But the next day 
this order was mi^galed through the intercession of the 
god of love, and she was allowed to come incogDJ 
and confer with him ; a privilege which was denied 
bis own blood kindred. 

The reagon that moved the Pope to make the abi 
order was diversely alleged. Some would have il Ihi 
the little raileries that rang through the court bad 
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reached the ears of his Holiness, and that be thought 
the best way 'o stop thera was to discharge Donna 
Olimpia. One day the cardinal patron showed him a 
gold medal, which he informed him he had received 
with an anoyraous commutiicatiou. Upon one fide 
of it was Donna Olimpia, with the Pope's mitre upon 
her head and St. Peter's keys in her band ; on the 
reverse was the Pope, with his head dressed up 
like 3 lady and a spindle and rock in bis hand. 
The reader is presented, on the opposite page, 
with an exact copy of that redoubtable medal, 
taken from the original. There is no doubt but 
that the production of this medal disturbed the mind 
of bis Holiness, who, though callous to every feeling 
of religion and virtue, was moved by ridicule. At 
the same time there was acted in England, before 
Cromwell, a very licentious comedy, called '' The 
Marriage of the Pope," in which, among other things, 
these saucy Englishmen thought fit to amuse themselves 
at the expense of his Eminence. In one scene the 
Pope is represented to fall upon his knees before Donna 
Olimpia, and she turns away from him in disgust of 
his ugliness, upon which he offers her a key, which she 
refuses ; then he offers her two keys, which she accepts. 
When the first key is offered, Donna Olimpia asks him 
whether it belongs lo paradise or hell. He answers of 
paradise, of course ; upon which she exclaims, give 
me the other also, or else when you get tired of me 
you will make the devil fly away with me to the other 
place. In another scene there was represented a ball, 
in celebration of the marriage, where the monks and 
nuns were figuring away at a great rate. This play 
was printed, and a copy of it, with an engraving similar 
to the one given in the beginning of this biography, 
was slyly handed about Rome. 

It was also thought that what hastened the banish- 
rnent of Donna Olimpia, was a conversation which the 
Emperor had with the Noncio Meizi, at Vienna, and 
which the latter had the indiscretion, upon his relurn 
hi Home, to repeat. The Emperor was condoling 
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the prelate upon the fatal stroke he had received I 
Rome, by the conclusion of peace with the Swec 
without regard had to the Callioiic religion, in defence 
of which they ought always to have stood upon their 
guard, when the Emperor remarked that, according 
to late accounts, they have a brave time of it at Rome, 
where I am told that the Pope cannot sleep wiliiout 
having a lady to hold his head. When the nuncio re- 
turned to Rome, his Holiness inquired vhat the Empe- 
ror had said upon reading his letter, when he first 
related what had been said about the peace with 
Sweden ; to which the nuncio replied word for word. 
At this the Pope became a little nettled, for he con- 
cluded that if he received such checks from a Catholic 
Prince, he must expect something worse from the 
Protestants. The Pope then demanded what more the 
Emperor had said, and the hesitancy of the Nuncio 
only sharpened his curiosity. At length it all came 
out, and the Pope declared that, for ihe future, he 
would show the Emperor that he could, sleeping or 
waking, hold his own head. Soon afler he issued ihe 
order above roenlioneii, but in one day he showed that 
his neck was not as stiiras he imagined. 

The general opinion is, that Panzicolo was not sorry 
for these disclosures, and probably had some hand in 
Ihem ; but he dare not avow it, for fear of his own 
head, which would not have been safe upon his shoul- 
ders where nature had placed it, had it come to the 
ears of Donna Olinipia. 

About the same lime a foreign ambassador was 
urging the suit of his master with great earnestness, 



which Ihe Pope still denied, when at 1 
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envoy 



exclaimed — " Perhaps what your Eminence will not 
grant to the king, my master, you will accord to Donna 
Olimpia ; so I will go and pay my court to her." The 
Pope became very angry, but be was persuaded by 
Cardinal Panzicolo not to come to an open rupture 
with the ambassador, as it would only expose him ttf" 
more; so the Pope, seeking to make a virlue i) 



necessity, sent for the ambassador and granfed his 
request. 

The reader will therefore perceive, that bis Holiness, 
while filling (he most exahed station on earth, was far 
from being happy ; so true it is, that virtue brings with 
it its own reward, and vice, though allowed to pre- 
dominate for a time, proves in the end the punisher of 
its victim. The Pope followed the old rule of pre- 
serving appearance at the expense of propriety; he 
issued a formal order for the banishment of Donna 
Olimpia from his house, which, being published in 
great fonn, was in his opinion sufficient to blind the 
eyes of the populace, while in secret he was carrying 
on the same shameful correspondence that had proved 
the ruin of his character. 

By these attacks upon him, the Pope became very 
irritable. It is said that after the departure of the 
ambassador last mentioned, be struck his hand vio- 
lently upon the table, and exclaimerl — " The Devil 
take all women." At that instant the door opened, and 
who should appear but Donna Olimpla, who replied — 
"Except your Donna Olimpia." The Pope was 
softened in a moment, and they continued together for 
an hour, cooing like two gentle turtle doves. 

The authority of the See of Rome was never held in 
so little estimation in foreign countries. One prince in 
Europe, in his instructions to his envoy, gave him in 
charge, that in case he could not succeed with the 
Pope or Cardinal Panzicolo, to apply to Donna 
Olimpia, to whom he was to make a suitable present. 
This was of course intended to be kept private, but it 
some how or other leaked out, and the Cardinal took care 
to make it known to his Eminence. In fact, Cardi- 
nal Astalli, after the death of Innocent, asserted that 
nothing was said about the Pope and Donaa Olimpia, 
in the foreign courts, that was not conveyed to the 
Pope ; so that he was kept in a state of mental torment, 
for he was very open to ridicule. He mentions as 
one instance, a sermon that was preached at Geneva, 
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'wherein the name of this lady was introduced. The 
Pope, upon it being meiilioned to him, lost all patience, 
and for several days he vented bis anger upon every one 
who CRtne in his way. Bat the reader must become 
acquainted with the particulars. 

The secretary of the Pope's nuncio to Paria, was sent 
home with despatches. When he had delivered his 
letters, and was about to lake bis departure, the Pope 
detained him by inquiries concerning his voyage, by 
which be learned that the secretary came incognito 
through Geneva. " And what do they say of me in 
that rebellious city?" eagerly inquired the Pope, The 
secretary replied that his Eminence could hardly 
expect that they said any good, as they were bis reli- 
gious enemies. " Well, but (rejoined the Pope) what 
do they say ?" The secretary, finding himself cornered, 
was obliged to tell the truth. "Most holy faiher, (he 
proceeded,) I stayed but one day at Geneva, and I 
must say that I experienced more civility from the 
people than I anticipated ; but the more salisfacttan on 
my own account, the more I was mortified on yours; 
for, having curiosity to observe the religious rites of 
these heretics, I got my host to teke me to church, 
where I airived just in sermon-time." "Well.'" 
exclaimed the Pope, eagerly. " The preacher, as Ihey 
told me, was a Lucchese, of the noble family of the 
Diodati, and he was, to do him justice, a great orator," 
" Well, lo the point," (said his Eminence, impa- 
tiently). "Whether this person had had any hint of 
my coming there, my person having been discovered, 
or not, I cannot say, (resumed the secretary); but he 
took for his text the words of St. Paul written to 
Timothy — " Suffer not a woman to teach, rkitheb to 
auLE OVERMAN," " Oh, ihc villain ! (exclaimed the 
Pope) — but he did not mention roe by name.'" " No, 
not exactly hy name, (said Ihe secretary) but he drew 
your likeness to Ihe life, so that no one could mistake 
the picture." "Issue an order, immediately, for his 
arrest," exclaimed the holy faiher, turning to Cardioal 
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Panzicolo. "lam afraid, your Eminence, (returned 
the minister^ that we would find a difficultjffin getting 
it served. Tlien let Ihe heaviest curse known lo tlie 
Holy Church fall upon him," said the Pope. " It shall 
be done," replied Panzicolo, with difficulty smothering 
a smile at the success of what was shrewdly suspected 
to have been a plan laid between him and the secretary 
to ruin Donna Olimpia. Nevertheless, the secretary 
always insisted that he had heard the sermon, and it 
might well have been preached. 

Thus pestered on all sides, the Pope yielded to the 
hand of necessity ; at the same time he was heard to 
exclaim, that nobody in the world could persuade him 
thai a vessel of Moscadel was vinegar. 

The Cardinal Panzicolo told me himself, that the 
evening before issuing the above mentioned order, the 
Pope and the lady were closeted Ingelher for four or 
five hours, from which he inferred that his Holiness 
had recommended her to take her banishment patiently 
for a little, to stop the mouths of their enemies, pro- 
mising to recall her again, as in effect he eventually 
did, like some fond mothers, who correct and caress 
their children in the same moment. He commands 
the Donna Olimpia, with a loud voice, not to dare to 
approach him, while he whispers in her ear that he 
cannot live without her. He discards and recalls her — 
he orders her not to appear in public, while he enjoys 
as much as ever her private conversation. 

But the poor deluded man's plot could not succeed. 
Instead of stopping the mouths of the public, it only 
served lo open them ten times as wide. The report 
got about that the Pope had become jealous in his old 
age, which was given as an explanation of his singular 
conduct. Donna Olimpia continued to visit him as 
before, except incog, and principally by night. 

Nevertheless, the Pope seemed lo relax a little his 
wrath against his blood kindred. The Prince Camillo 
and his lady were taken into favor again ; upon condi- 
tion, however, that they were not to expect any pre- 
ferment. 
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Upon their return, all Rome called to congratulate 
them ; th%princess, in particular, was regarded as an 
injured person, not only by the Pope, but by her 
mother-in-law. And even her husband was not held 
guiltless : for after the expiration of the honey-moon he 
seemed wonderfully to cool down in his affections 
towards so fair and noble an object. However, being 
recalled, and having received a tolerable reception from 
their uncle, they lived together, though not very happily ; 
the princess being obliged often to wink hard nt the 
faults of her husband. But hardly was Innocent dead, 
when all broke out to the prejudice of them both, as 
they gave diverse occasions of interpreting the rupture. 

This unfortunate misunderstanding between the prince 
and princess, fortified the opinion Donna Olimpia had 
originally given to the Pope, that her son had had no 
iDclinatioD for the match ; but would have been well 
satisfied with his cardinal's ha(, had not the princess, by 
her Iricks, inveigled him from his ecclesiastical duty. 
That she married him with no other view than to be 
able to wear the breeches. 

Meanwhile Cardinal Astalli (I mean to say Cardinal 
Panfilio) enjoyed his prerogatives, and even seemed to 
hare crept into the good graces of bis adopted uncle. 
By the advice of Panzicolo, he asked but few favors, 
and those only that he was pretty well assured, before 
hand, would be accorded to him. By these means, he 
acquired the character of mode.sly. 

It is true that his true relations could not hear to see 
a stranger so high in the Pope's favor, while they were 
kept at a distance. The very sight of this adopted 
nephew was an affliction to them ; Ihey would never 
voluntarily go into his company. Bui they bore him 
less malice than they did Panzicolo, who Ihey con- 
sidered (and not without some cause) the author of all 
their misfortunes. Night and day they plotted his 
destruction. They met frequently at the house of 
Donna Olimpia, where rhetoric was exhausted and 
cabals imagined, to biirig about his ruin. But matters 




did not eventuate to their satistaclion. With all their 
search they could not find out any thing wherewith to 
impeach him. To lessen him in the Pope's* eslimalion 
was not so much dilBcult as impossible. This credit 
seemed to have taken deep root, and, although the soil 
was indifferent, the plant nourished vigorously. They 
were never able to hurt him, for he was a man "who 
slept vHlk his eyes open," as the old saying has it. He 
was subject to frequent indispositions, owing to the con- 
tinual conferences with the Pope, so that he was almost 
unable to keep on his feet, yet he sustained himself so 
well against time, ill health, and the persecutions of his 
adversaries, that they began to despair of injuring him. 

But what the malice of his enemies could not effect, 
" the king or terrors" did perform. He died a natural 
death, his credit being sliil In full life wilh his Sovereign 
Master. Death put a termination to his trouble in this 
world at least, and, as we hope, in the next also, for 
the cardinal (as men are now reckoned) was a good 
man. 

The Donna Olimpia was so much pleased with this 
occurrence that she could not refrain from outward 
demonstrations of satisfaction. She marched about 
Rome in triumph To the first who brought her the 
news, she exclaimed, "is he surely dead? — then I 
live again !" 

But the Pope took the cardinal's death much to heart. 
The ambassadors called to condole wilh him, and found 
him quite overcome with grief. But, above all, the 
Cardinal Patron lamented his loss: his eyes were gush- 
ing out with tears, as well ihey might, (or on that day 
he lost a true friend. -His tears were ominous of ihe 
mischiefs which were to befall him. 

The day after the interment the Pope's relations held 
a grand council of consullalion at Donna Olimpia's 
house, in which ihey resolved not to endeavor lo under- 
mine the Cardinal Palron's authority until Ihe Pope had 
gotten over his grief for Panzicolo ; for, (said one of 
them,) while the Pope entertains such a lively sense of 
3 
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the worth of the late cardinal, he will not Hslen to any 
thing against his creaturp.. Thej, therefore, all set them- 
selves to work to blacken the memory of Panzirolo. 
Donna Olimpia, in particnlar, being the most concerned, 
left no stone unturned to effect that object. And at last 
they succeeded; for although in his lifetime they had 
never been able to put him out of favor, nevertheless, 
■when he was dead, they prevailed upon his holiness to 
change the good opinion of him he had so long enter- 
tained. He even went so far as to tell one ambassador, 
■who was praising him, that he (the Pope) had been 
cheated by Panzicolo, 

Nothing could afford a stronger evidence of the jjeak- 
ness of the mind of Innocent, and that he acted entirely 
under the persuasion of others. 

After a little while Donna Olimpia made her visits 
still more frequent at court ; still, however, incognito. 
The other relations were well received. Prince Panfilio, 
Prince Ludovisio, and Prince Justiniani were pretty well 
in "^uiM-," but no "favors." The Princess Rossano 
thought strange that her husband was not treated in a 
more particular manner than the rest of the nephews, he 
being the only one in whose veins ran the blood of the 
Panfilii. Though, in very truth, he had no great cause 
of complaint, since how partially soever his Holiness 
carried himself in regard to his nephews, it was only in 
appearance: for he look order, and would have it so, 
that " in the unclosing of his hand" (as he expressed 
himself) "all the' most considerable benefits should fall 
on the side of Caroillo." So to his own blood he gave 
the s/iarfow, while his adopted nephew enjoyed the su6- 
sUnice. One day while his holiness was laying out some 
advantage, the Cardinal Patron enquired whether the 
Bull should be made out in the name of Panfilio or Lu- 
dovisio, to which he answered, " Know ye not that near 
is my doublet, but nearer is my shirt." 

At another lime he was asked to which of the three 
nephews he bore (he greatest kindness, when he 
"I love Prince Jusliniani for his wife's saki 
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Ludovisio because he is good, and Prince PanfiHo be- 
cause he is of my blood." 

He gave Donna Olirapia to understand Ihat he would 
restore her to her former power, upon the sole condition 
that she would leave all, or at least the greatest part of 
her acquisitions to her son. And his reason was, that 
he well knew that Ihe lady's preference lay towards her 
daughters. Donna Olimpia was very reluctant to do 
this, but she dare not openly refuse him, knowing it 
was right, and fearing that the Pope would not take her 
refusal kindly. She was bound by all the ties of grati- 
tude to leave her property to the house of Panfilio, 
under whose protection she had amassed it. Under 
these considerations, she promised to do all that the 
Pope desired- At the same time she determined lo 
leave enough to her daughters and grand children, as 
she used to say, " in defiance of the Devil and all bis 
works." 

By the foregoing, the reader will perceive that it was 
no want of kindness in the Pope, that caused the banish- 
ment of Panfilio, and at the same lime he is given an 
insight of the character of his extraordinary mother. 

The Princess Rossano joined with her mother-in-law 
all she could, but it was an efibrt against her nature; 
she was of a generous disposition, but there was nothing 
crouching in her character. She paid her molher-in- 
law all due respect, but would never acknowledge any 
dependance upon her. The others, when they saw her 
great authority with the Pope, resigned themselves 
entirely lo her disposal. 

The Pope had now been so long accustomed to 
Donna Olimpia, that he thought be could not subsist 
without her. He extolled her prudence to the Cardinal 
Patron, The cardinal finding himself deprived of the 
support of Panzicolo, and seeing Ihe weakness of bis 
eminence, did not dare to contradict him. He joined 
in her praise, rather than bring down his own ruin, for 
she had become, more than ever, mistress of Pope, 
Church, and State. 
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The CarJinal Patron still hail the honor to receive 
ambassadors, but Donna Olimpia and his Holiness 
transacted all the business. 

At length private visits were laid aside, and the 
Donna Olimpia came in and went out nf the palace at 
her pleasure. The good man forgot all the pasqui- 
Dades and stories, as well he might, for he had forgot- 
ten himself, — he had also forgotten the honor of the 
f^hurch. 

He had grown so old that some thought him unfit to 
rule; but his physicians could discover no disease but 
the gout, which by his excellent diet be had long con- 
trived to ward off. He hated physicians. In the be* 
ginning of his reigti he would not have one to wall at 
his table, as was customary. Donna Olimpia had dis- 
suaded him from it. But now his sister-in-law advised 
him to have a physician, and she procured one who 
advised his eminence not to distract his head with 
business any more. So the Pope, having a desire to 
prolong his days, tlung off all care both of church and 
«tate; referring the first to a committee of cardinals, 
and the last to Donna Olimpia and the Cardinal 
Patron. 

The lady was not satisfied as tbe oracle of policy to 
give law to state, church, and court ; but she would 
dispose also of the spiritualities ; so that she made the 
committee of cardinals meet at her house and arrange 
matters with her before they went to the place of ordi- 
nary consultation. To say the truth, however, she did 
not assume the cognizance of any thing but what was 
likely to yield her a proiit. Cases of mere conscience 
she left to tbe committee of cardinals. 

The industry with which Donna Olimpia scraped 
together wealth, almost exceeds the bounds of credi- 
bility. She perceived that the Pope was iu a very 
declining condition, she saw herself surrounded by 
children and grand children, for whom she was de- 
siroua of providing, and withal she was of a i 
greedy disposition ; so thai the plentiful revenue o' 
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church failed lo satisfy the cravings of her appetilp. 
The perseculions of ihe Barbarini made her suspect 
that when the Pope was gone she might not be wholly 
exempt from her share. And she knew well that the 
most proper way lo qualify such a misfortune was lo 
have a good store of money. The Barbarini, although 
persecuted to the utmost by the Pope, even to a seques- 
tration of their goods, had yet maintained honor and 
reputation by reason of a bank they had prepared 
against such a calamity. She therefore made the more 
haste to replenish her coffers. The prisons were full 
of the innocent, and the streets of the guilty ; the one 
because they could not pay for indulgences against false 
accusations, and the other because ihey had paid the 
price set upon their crimes. 

There was a gentleman in Rome, who, in confidence 
of his own integrity, swore that Donna Olimpia should 
never touch a ducat of his money. Yet could not he 
keep his oath ; for Donna OHmpia, having heard of it, 
gave orders to one of the officers lo draw him into a 
net. He ordered a Sbirro, who engaged himself one 
day in a contest with the gentleman. Upon some very 
impudent language he gave him a box on the ear. 
The gentleman was immediately seized and hurried to 
prison, for a contempt of justice in striking an ofEcer, 
and was condemned to die. To save his life, he was 
obliged (o pay a large sum of money to Donna Ohm- 
pia, and another into the exchequer. 

It is Ihe custom at Rome, for Popes, immediately 
after their instalment, to despatch a Nuncio extraordi- 
nary to princes, earnestly soliciting them to preserve 
pu'ace. Innocent did not comply with this custom, so 
proper for an "universal father" and " head of the 
church universal." 

And here I might as well relate another little anec- 
dote, showing that this Pope liked lo witness a lillle 
personal contention. One day two porters quarreled 
and came to blows right under the windows of the 
palace. Some of the byslanders would have parled 
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them, but the Pope forbade it. Let them fight it out, 
Baid he. They accordingly fought for about half an 
hour, when they gave it over and made peace of them- 
selves. The Pope turning to Panzicolo, (who was 
then ahve and standing by,) said " that is the way the 
Spaniards and French will do when they are weary of 
beating each other," I mention these little anecdotes 
to show how little friendly this Pope was to peace. On 
the other hand, in regard to not despatching the Nuncio 
on the peace mission, upon his new instalment, it is 
but justice *o his holiness to say, that the measure was 
opposed by Donna Olimpia, on the ground of the 
unnecessary expenditure of money, upon what she con- 
sidered as a mere form. 

The Pope's nephews were witnesses to the avarice 
of this lady, as it was now practised, but they would 
not have staid her hands if they could, for they pro- 
mised themselves, at her death, a share of the spoils. 
Strangers looked on with wonder, to see a woman, 
now three score years of age, toiling day and night to 
add to the large ill-gotten store. Running backward 
and forward, treating first with this one then with that, 
answering all in proper terms, provided they did not 
come empty banded. 

In regard to foreign princes, it was her policy always 
to keep the Pope neuter. Some of the predecessors of 
this Pope never esteemed themselves so happy as when 
Ihey were intermeddling with the affairs of foreign 
nations; but Innocent never gave audience to an 
ambassador without regret ; he used to call such time 
" ill spent." 

A sovereign PontifT, who is desirous of gaining a 
great name, must treat with all prince.s, must thrust 
himself into all (heir business ; ibis is the way to 
acquire and maintain the name of " universal falber." 
But Innocent, upon this female's advice, renounced all 
fame and renown. He was no more thought of abroad 
than any private gentleman. In this way he let slip 
tome favorable opportunities of immortalizing his 
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name and adcanc:ing the power of the Holy See. Had 
Urban been alive at ihe time of the revolutions of 
Naples, in 1647, matters would have been managed in 
a very different way, and all for the better too, for 
it would have been for the advancement of the 
church.* 

Donna Olimpia used to say, that it was true that a 
Pope who would interest himself in all concerns of 
princes, both public and particular, would acquire 
great reputalion, but that Ihe expense was enormous. 
The embassies were so expensive, and such enormous 
sums being required for spies, and also for doing 
errands. It is no wonder then thai Innocent, naturally 
lazy, grown old, and fortified by this advice from one 
whose prudence he extolled to the highest, should dis- 
regard these honors, DonnaOlimpiausedtosaytbat, "to 
have one hundred crowns in ihe purse, was better than 
to govern one hundred crowned princes, with expecta- 
tion of eternal glory." Popes should not often have 
such counsellors, or the Hoiy See would not flour- 
ish." 

The emperor could procure no other hope from his 
eminence thus advised, than a few indulgences, so 
that abandoned on every side he was obliged, upon 
great disadvantage, to make peace wilh the Swedes, 
to the great loss of the Holy Catholic religion. 

The Spaniards received nothing but denials upon 
all their demands from Innocent, to the great grief of 
the Count D'Ognatte and the Duke of Infanlado, who 
were their ambassadors to Rome, The French required 
nothing, and were accordingly not disappointed. They 
kept aloof like outlaws, and herein they evinced (heir 
policy ; for if the Spaniards who made Innocent Pope 
could not gain their ends, how could the French who 
opposed him, expect any thing? The Duke of Savoy 
affected to forget the affront which had formerly so 

* It must be recollected that Ihta biography wal written by Bit 
, Mclesiutic, and af course under the influence of un esprit de corpa. 
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much proToked liim and Ihe Duchess, that Ihey with- 
drew Iheir ambassador, but they thereby gained no 
advantage. Donna Olimpiii bad a great desire to see 
a cardinal's hat given to one of Prince Tomasso's sons, 
so that she might disappoint the heirs ; a house disafTecled 
to hers,. It is almost incredible to what base purposes 
the sacred preferments were made to contribute. The 
Pope yielded to the desire of his dearly beloved, but 
because the Duke and Duchess made no application, 
it all fell through. The Duke said that " the greatness 
of his house was an honor to the college of cardinals," 
and the Duchess remarked that "a hat of that lady's 
presenting would be loo heavy for her so^i^s head." 
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although he had often been disobliged. When he 
found that the proposed arrangement with Ihe Duke of 
Parma had failed, he was willing to lake another car- 
dinal's hat in his family, that his party might be the 
stronger at the next papal election. He did not stop 
to inquire whether it came from the Pope or Donna 
Olimpia, and he acted wisely ; in fact these grand 
dukes know best how to deal with the See of Rome, 
who are their neighbors, and of whose aflVonls they 
make no great affair. 

Towards the Venitians Donna Olimpia conducted 
herself in an even manner, for she knew that that 
commonwealth was rather of the receiving than the 
giving kind; she therefore kept them at a distance. 
Towards Ihe latter end of her reign she expressed 
great kindness towards them, in hopes of receiving 
their protection should any misfortune, or as she termeu 
it, "persecution" overtake her. 

The Genoese, who entertained great expectations, in 
the time of Urban, through the Barbarini, applied lo 
Innocent when they saw how they were deluded; but 
Ihey found that he could not hear with that ear; m 
despondency, therefore, they recalled iheir ambassador. 
Sometime afterwards they sent him back again, with 
instructions to apply to Donna Olimpia. Some will 



have it ihat she encouraged them to send the ambas- 
sador back, but I will not vouch for it. Certain it is 
that she showed great zeal in their cause, and pursued 
it steadfastly. The Genoese, in return, made her some 
handsome presents. The court seemed to be inclined 
ia their favor, and the Venitians, who were the like- 
liest to oppose it, appeared disposed to let It pass, but 
the grandees of Genoa having received many rebuffs, 
growing out of impediments originating in Germany, 
Italy, and France, they thought proper to desist, after 
all their trouble and expense. 

Lucca was the only place not talked of in the time 
of this Pontiff. It was of no great political conse- 
quence, and was allowed to enjoy peace for a long 
time. Donna Olimpia took occasion several times to 
reprove the Barbarini for attempting to ruin this poor 
little commonwealth, that deserved so well of the 
church. However this was not a spontaneous effusion, 
for it was well known that Lucca also bad made her a 
present. 

The nearer we come to the Pope's dissolution the 
more we are struck with the industry of Donna Olim- 
pia. She saw plainly that, in case of the sudden death 
of his Holiness, she would be surrounded by enemies; 
her own kindred were not friendly, and the nobUity of 
Rome hated her. The Princess Rossano and her hus- 
band were very anxious to get one of her kindred 
made a cardinal, in order to strengthen her own party, 
but this Donna Olimpia secretly opposed, so that she 
had no reliance upon their friendship after the death of 
her friend. To deliver herself from the evils with 
which she was threatened upon all sides, this bold and 
artful lady proposed an alliance with the Barbarini, 
thinking to bind them so closely to her that they would 
not only forget all past injuries, but stand her friends 
on all future occasions. The Barbarini, who bad long 
been in despair of such an opportunity of being recon- 
ciled to Innocent, after eight years of unremitted per- 
secution, interposed no difficulty to the design. They 
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wlio had tried an hundred"wajs"'of reinstating them- 
selves, were not going lo be backward when the 
Opportunity offered itself. Cardinal Antonio was more 

Sileased than the rest, as having been banished for so 
ong a time and deprived of his revenues in the church. 
Donna Olirapia, therefore, having* a daughter of her 
own, and Prince Jusliniani's wife another marriaga- 
ble, looked upon these as the best means of accom- 
plishing their object. Having made up her own mind, 
she next communicated it to the Cardinal Francesco 
Barbarini, with a promise (hat if the Barbarini would 
consent lo a match for Ibeir nephew with Jusliniani's 
daughter, without a portion, that they should be re- 
stored again to all their dignilies. 

The Barbarini looked upon this as a blessing fallen 
unexpectedly upon their house. If Innocent should 
die, they doubted if his suncessor would restore (heir 
revenues, rather than keep them for bis own relations, 
as Innocent had done. They, therefore, answered that 
they would be happy to comply wilh the proposal. 
Now Donna Olimpia had designed the match to be 
wilh the eldest son of Don Fadeo ; but the Barbarini 
managed so cunningly as to persuade her that the 
eldest had resolved to be a cardinal, to relinquish his 
birth-right to the abbot and lake the abbey. By these 
means they got restored and got a cardinal's hat into 
their femily into the bargain. Donna Olimpia con- 
sented, thinking ihal she could do no better. By ihis 
agreement the Barbarini got three cardinals in their 
family at the same time, a thing \inprecedented. All 
things being concluded, the wedding was celebrated in 
great state. The people of Rome were struck wilh 
astonishment at this amalgamation. The elder brother 
was next made a cardinal. 

Returned lo favor, the Pope Ireated the Barbarini 
with great respect, and they, together wilh Donna 
Olimpia, now governed the whole church In con- 
sideration of their eight years suffering they now had 
two of reward. Reader do you wonder that the Pope, 
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besides restorinp; the Barbarini, should consent to make 
another cardinal In that family? I feel myself bound 
to give you an explanatioo. It is an ancient and com- 
mon pmclice with Popes, for the successor to relinquish 
his cardinalate to the kindred of his predecessor, froiH 
Trhom he received his own. Now Innocent was 
created cardinal' by Urban VIII. who was a Barbarini, 
Therefore, as soon as he was made Pope, he stood 
bound to relinquish his cardioalale to one of the house 
of Barbarini ; in olher words to create a cardinal at 
their instance. The Barbarini had not failed to put 
Innocent in mind of this custom, but he was so incensed 
against them for Iheir opposition to his election, ihat 
they could never before get him to comply. Upon this 
reconcilement It was, therefore, claimed as a right, and 
acceded to by Innocent as such. 

The Barbarini, thus encouraged, proposed another 
alliance, viz : their niece with the Duke of Modena, 
who was a prince of noble descent. This they had 
long wished for, but never could get accomplished until 
they were thus unexpectedly restored to the favor of 
his Holiness, and were taken under the protection of 
Donna Olimpia. The^ gave no other portion with 
their niece than Ihe resignation of the Abbe of Nonan- 
tola, which Cardinal Antonio presented to Cardinal 
Este, who was brother to (he Duke of Modena. This 
Abbey was worth 20,000 crowns a year. Behold, then, 
the revolutions of the family of Barbarini, which have, 
of necessity, been introduced into this Biography. 
Behold the dead rise again; the cast down exalted 
beyond the fear of fortune's vicissitudes- It was plea- 
sant lo see the renewal of friendship between the Pope 
and Ihe Barbarini. His Holiness committed the greater 
portion of affairs, both spiritual and temporal, to their 
management. And they, not having forgotten their old 
habit of hoarding, gathered as fast as they could both 
Jfli themselves and Donna Olimpia. 
I The better to fortify the house and the person of Donna 
Vmpia, the Barbarini advised her to marry another of 




3 to some great Roman lord. But her designs 
were more extensive, for, thinking herself secure 
enough with the alliance of three Barbarini, she had 
proposed to herself the continuance of dominion, by 
connecting her niece with the nephew of the nexl 
Pope. This she thought to effect by means of money, 
which she knew to be the iJol of Rome. 

As soon as the Barbarini were fully restored the 
authority of the cardinal patron began to decline ; 
ambassadors would no longer lose time in treating with 
him. The Pope was better satisfied to have the assist* 
ance of (he Barbarini, who had had an experience in 
business for twenty odd years, under the reign of their 
uncle, and he left but the shadow of power to his 
adopted nephew. The emolument of this otfice was 
50,000 crowns a year, and so narrowly was he watched 
by Donna Olimpia, that he had no way of increasing 
it. Once he had ventured to make a little money upon 
a vacant benefice, but Donna Olimpia found it out, and 
complained to his Holiness. He was commanded to 
pay it over immediately to the lady. The cardinal 
related this to me just as I have written it down, with 
much more. 

The Barbarini regarded the cardinal patron with an 
evil eye, not out of any personal hatred, but as the 
creature of the late Panzicolo, for whom they had had 
an aversion. They accordingly lost no opportunityof in- 
juring him in the opinion of his Eminence. They 
found sufficient aid in Donna Olimpia, not to mention 
the Pope's nephews. In proportion as he saw his 
popularity declining he abated in respect to Donna 
Olimpia, but to the Barbarini he was alt obsequious- 
ness. But such devices were too stale at Rome to 
have any effect. Every body knows that here men 
reverence In the ground, in ihe morning, those thejr 
would willingly see hanged in the afternoon. Ob- 
servance, courtship, reverences, salutes and kissing, 
are performed for Ihe eye, and have no foundation in 
the heart. The Barbarini had been too well educated 
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in this school to be mored by such ceremonies of the 
cardinal patron. They changed hia money in his own 
coin, and as soon as his face waa turned away strove 
to injure him. 

Aa (he power of the cardinal patron was thus 
dwindling away, his hidden enemies were encouraged 
to slander him. 

At length the Pope thundered out his denunciations 
Hgainst him, as if he had been guilty of high-treason. 
He forbade him his presence in the most peremptory 
manner ; commanded that under no pretence he should 
approach the court ; took away from him hia title and 
dignities ; ordered that he should no longer be addres- 
sed as "Panfilio ;" sequestered all his revenues, and 
took away from him all the offices and preferments he 
held, and at last banished him from Rome, ordering 
not to take with him any of his moveables. 

This sentence was so severe that some laughed, 
while others complained, as soon as the news was 
spread through the city. 

Cardinal Aatalli stole privately out of Rome, 
ashamed of his fallen condition. The Romans, accord- 
ing to custom, must needs find out (he cause of all this 
prosecution, or rather persecution. Some ascribed it 
to the Barbarini, who, they thought, were desirous of 
disposing entirely of the Pope, now they had got him 
in their power. Others laid the blame entirely upon 
Donna Olirapia, who, they said, could endure no com- 
petitor. Nor were those wanting who believed that it 
proceeded directly from the Sovereign Pontiff, who they 
imagined would be desirous, as his end approached, to 
be reconciled with his blood kindred. Each of these 
could support their opinions with reasons. 

In the pontificate of Urban VIII, the Barbarini had 
been raised so highly that they thought to work 
miracles. They had read of Sistus Quarlus, Paulus 
Tertius, Alexander VI, Clement VII. and other Popes, 
■who did not reign as long as their uncle, yet who left 
behind them firee princes for posterity. Why did not 
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' fte same lot fall to their house ? They thoughl tbef^ 
tad all thinps secure when the duke died without heirs 

' in 1631. When that design failed, they had cast a 
longing eye upon Lucca. Afterwards, the war with Ihe 
Duke of Paima coming on, they thought to obtain iheir 
object by driving the Farnesi out of the principality by 
main force. They were obliged to desist fiom this 
enterprise on account of the drain it made upon the 
purse. At length Ihey fixed their attention upon Ihe 
kingdom of Naples, as likely to give lliem better suc- 
cess. But while they were making these arrangements 
Urban died, and under his successor, Innocent, they 
had enough to do to secure their lives, without looking 
after crowns. But Cardinal Antonio having returned 
to Rome, and all Ihe Barbarini taken into favor by bis 
Hohness, they began to torment this poor old man with 
plans for the conquering of the kingdom of Naples. 
The Pope being in his dotage, consented, provided 
Donna Olimpia should have a large share to leave to 
her son and nephews. A considerable sum of money 
■was therefore raised, and the Barbarini engaged to 
maintain an army of ten thousand men until the church 
should be put into possession. This kingdom appeared 
to them so spacious, that it would not have been won- 
dered at if they had contemplated making princes of 
their foot-boys. 

These mailers were discussed in secret conclave, by 
the Pope, Donna Olimpia, and the Barbarini ; but the 
cardinal patron had not been entrusted with the secret, 
being suspected of too much friendship for the 
Spaniards. He, however, mistrusted what was going 
on, and betrayed the parties to the King of Spain. 
The Pope no sooner discovered his want of faith, than 
lie was ejected, as has been before related. Monsignor 
Azzolini, who acted as spy upon Ihe cardinal patron, 
was rewarded with a cardinnl's hat. Now, reader, 1 
have told you how these two young men, one a IraUor, 
and the other a spy, came to be made cardinals. You 
will, I am afraid, think that ecclesiastical dignities were 
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very cheap, when they could be obtained by sucli 
characters. But the great wisdom of man consists in 
the knowledge of his follies. Let this little biography 
serve, then, as a mirror, in which the deformities of the 
priest as well as layman is refiecled. 

The Pope was now borne down with the weight of 
four score years, which were not lessened in their 
effects by the gout, under which he was suffering 
daily; and yet he was no more preparing for, or even 
thinking of the next world, than a person of twenty- 
five. He had lost in some measure his sense of taste, 
which made him suspect that attempts were made by 
the emissaries of Spain to poison him. Under this 
apprehension, and not knowing in whom he could 
better confide than his beloved sister-in-law, for whom 
be had sacrificed his own character, be resolved to 
make her live jtermamenUi/ in the palace, and to place 
his life entirely at her disposal. To introduce a female 
to live in the palace of a sovereign Pontiff, was a thing 
entirely new ; but novelties bad ceased to be novelties 
at Rome. Was it not a novelty to have a lady to 
govern the Pope, yet this had been submitted to for 
years. And why should not the same lady who had com- 
manded him in youth, take care of him in old age? 

A pretty sight it is described to have been, to see 
the Donna Olimpia in the Pope's bed-chamber, con- 
stantly by his bedside, one of his hands pressed between 
both hers. When he was no longer able to sit up, she 
contrived bed-curtains which could he so drawn that 
she was hidden from view, and yet she could see and 
hear all that took place in the room, So, when the 
Pope gave audience to ambassadors, as he was obliged 
occasionally to do, not a word could be uttered, or a 
look given without her observation. Sometimes she 
would fling the curtains aside, and astonish the auditor 
with her interference. 

She fed the Pope, at times, with her own hands, and 
she took especial care that no stranger should be 
admitted into the kitchen, under any pretence what- 
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ever. Commonly, she had a small table tlrawn to ll 
bedsiJe, where they ate together. Not even her own 
son was admitted to partake of these meals. She 
perused all letters — all petilions were taken straight- 
way to her, and if she thought proper, she communi- 
cated the contents to his Holiness. The answer always 
was, " Fttle voi—fate voi." 

Up the stairs of the Vatican presents were ccniinually 
going — none ever went back again. Every two or 
uiree days porters were seen, loaded with money, trot- 
ting after the Donna Olimpia to her own palace ; sAe 
having locked the door of the Pope's cliamber, and taken 
the key with her. 

One day the Donna Rosanno was admitted to 
the Pope ; she found Donna Olimpia sealed by the 
bed, holding his hand. Donna Rosanno said, jokingly^ 
L "Most holy father, I am jealous to see yoii make 
[ much of my molhcr-in-law, who is old, while I, w 
am young, am not allowed lo parlicipate." To whi 
I bis Eminence answered, in the same vein of humi 
"The hand which wounded me, now GtVES 

mELlEf." 

Donna Olimpia at length became so suspicious, thi 

I she would not allow any one to approach the Pope'a 

bed, even while she was in the room ; — no, not even 

[ her own son. Having thus made herself a prisoner, 

, more properly speaking, a jailer, she was no more 

seen flaunting through the streets of Rome. She did 

I not so much as go to church. She would only, as ' 

I Iwfore related, steal lo her own palace to hide h( 

I money, and see if her bags were safe. This she pi* 

\ npally did in the night-fall. On these oc 

' the rabble got sight of her, they would follow, cryii _ 

ut "Bread! bread!" One evening they becamt 

80 notous, that she had enough to do to save herself. 

The people were worn out with the famine that was 

all over the city, while there were a few embellish' 

menls of streets and fountains ; — all the rest went inl 

• he vault of Donna Olimpia. They followed her 
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the Pope's palace, where, to appease their anger, there 
waa doled out to them some bread. Besides this, 
scurrilous ballads were sung at night, in the streets, in 
which she was pretty roughly handled. One day news 
came to the Vatican that a great crowd had assembled 
around her palace, threatening pillage. The Pope 
immediately sent a Bishop, who dispersed a thousand 
crowns among them, for which they scrambled, and 
then they went away. 

The Donna Olimpia was advised to endeavor to 
make her peace with the malcontents, but her avarice 
and her Jependance upon the Barbarini prevented. 
She bad a little concern on account of a difference with 
Cardinal Storza, for she knew him to be a turbulent 
spirit, who was easily provoked to revenge, and she 
apprehended that, when Innocent was gone, he might 
do her some mischief. This cardinal is slill alive. 
Hia genius filled him more for a soldier than a priest. 
He was made chamberlain in the place of Cardinal 
Antonio. This was a place of {jreat honor and profit. 
According to his free way of speaking he began to 
inveigh openly against Donna Olimpia ; he appeared to 
be unable to mention her except with bitterness. She, 
in consequence, caused him to be disgraced, and pro- 
cured an order for his retirement to his church of 
Rimini, where he was bishop. There was nothing, at 
this time, so terrible to Donna Olimpia as the tongue 
of this cardinal. She would willingly have purchased 
his silence, but he was not to be won by promises, 
hopes, or gifts. 

After the month of September, in the year 1654, the 
Pope began to decline past all hopes. JVVilh the vigor 
of his body the faculties of his mind gave way, 
insomuch that he forgot by night time what he had 
said or done in the morning, and sometimes he talked 
rery foolishly. Donna Olimpia now suffered him to be 
seen as litde as possible, even by his best friends. 
When an ambassador could not possibly be excluded, 
she entreated iiim to be aa brief as possible. She 
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always pretended Ihal his Holiness had not resled well 
the previous night; thus she endeavored to deceive to 
the very last. 

Prince Camillo (that is to say Panfilio) removed bis 
babitalion to the Vatican, and took upon hiniself lo 
receive ambassadors, but they showed no inclination to 
treat in the present condition of his Holiness, and little 
came from such business. They were always told that 
they must wait for the recovery of the [dying] Pope. 

The princess, likewise, came to court with her hus- 
band, but she did not appear publicly. These ladies 
were sometimes seen walking up and down the Vatican. 
The Princesses Justiniani, Ludovisi and Panfilio, came 
there one night, to the great disconsfiture of Ihe Donna 
Ohmpia. 

Pasquin, seeing so many ladies in the Vatican, made 
bold to say, 

" Se tu raoi fare it ruBiano. 
Troverai Iloune a' I'Taticaaa. 

" If you are a mind to play the ruffian, you may 
find wenches at the Vatican." 

For ten days the Pope remained without the use of 
bis reason ; and it is said that during that short time 
Donna Olimpia amassed half a million.. The aspiring 
ran, as if the • • • • " drove them, to buy ecclesiasli- 
cat preferments. These Donna Olimpia bestowed with 
her eyes shif, if they were asked with the hands open. 
I knew a canon who had sought for a bishoprick more 
than an hundred times wilhout obtaining it ; the reason 
was that he never would give over five thousand 
crowns, and Dcnna Olimpia asked eight. At last be 
came up to six, — still (hey could not agree. During 
these ten days above spoken of, he was sent for, and 
asked if he continued of the same mind. He then 
confessed that a violent temptation of the flesh had 
made him spend two thousand of the five upon a lewd 
woman. Oh well, said she, bring me wiial you have 
got, and you shall have the bishoprick which I have 
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saved for yon. The holy man laid down his four 
thousand crowns and was made a bishop. 

Another clergyman, who had purchased a benefice 
for two ihousand crowns, felt so much remorse of con- 
science that he went back to Donna Olimpia and 
entreated her to accept of his surrender, and give hira 
back three parts of what be bad paid, which, con- 
sidering that he had never yet entered into possession, 
he tboiif»ht she ought to do. But the lady refused, 
upon which the poor man declared that he felt ail the 
torments of the infernal regions for the simony he had 
committed. Donna Olimpia returned the penitent for 
answer, that the Pope was still living, and she would 
get him absolution, after which he need not be afraid 
of what the evil one could do to him. But she refused 
to return him a single crown. 

It is almost incredible the wicked simonies that were 
then committed. Now the Barbarini were very anxious 
to get rich, and did their best during the reign of their 
uncle Urban, but Ihey never forgot the reverence due 
to the church, still making their gain some other way 
than bjr simony; or, if they did chance to trespass a 
Utile, it was always done jwivniely ; but this lady dis- 
posed of the church livings opeidy and with no sense 
of contrition. 

A certain marquis commenced a list of the simonies 
she had committed within the ten years of Innocent's 
reign, but be left: the work un6nished through fear of 
being persecuted as a heretic. But he showed me that 
in Marca alone she had sold 336 benefices. 

The French prelates had no answer to the jeers of 
the Protestants at the church, on account of the simony 
and other enormities committed at Rome. 

A German bishop, who had a number of Protestanis 
in his diocese, was distressed at their reproaches, and 
was unable to answer any thing He wrote to the 
congregation of cardinals that if the sin of simony did 
not cease in Rome, he would lose his bishoprick and 
the church the people. The letter arrived at Rome 
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tliree days af^er the Pope's deatb, and then Cardinal 
Francesco Barbarino kept it from the rest of the con- 
giegation. 

Spain, which was always deemed the firmest in the 
Calbolic faith, begun to waver at the horrid aecounis 
of the doings in the imperial city. 

Innocent died the 7th of January, 1665, after Laving 
reigned 10 years, 4 months and 20 days. 

He might have deserved a better record had it not 
been for his sister-in-law, by whom be was debauched. 
He was not Innocent, for Donna Olimpia was Iunocent ; 
had Donna Olimpia been innocent, he would have been 
Innocent, 

For two nighta previously to his decease, all the 
kindred were busy in conveying the moveables from 
the Vatican to Donna Olimpia's palace. This was 
executed with great secrecy, for fear of the people. 

No sooner bad Donna Olimpia closed the eyes of his 
Holiness, than, leaving the body in the Quirinale, where 
he expired, she fled to her own palace. Some of ihe 
clerks, having bad orders, gave the requisite notice lo 
the cardinals and ambassadors. 

The death of a Pope is no sooner known in the oily, 
than the people begin to rejoice. Tliey like to enjoy 
the liberty of an empty chair. The cardinals are elated : 
s<ime at the idea of succeeding to the vacant office, 
other.s at Ihe prospect of the elevation of some particular 
friend. The friends of cardinals, also, partake of the 
general joy. All malcontents rejoice at Ihe terminalion 
of their oppression. But if ever Rome was in a merry 
mood at the death of a Pope, it was on the present 
occasion. Not so much that ibey rejoiced in the death 
of his Holiness, as at the downfall of Donna OHmpin, 
who was an object of genera! haired. All sorts of 
people thanked God for delivering the cbiirch from Ihc 
scourge. It was feared that during the interregnum, 
the fury of the rude multitude would fall upon either 
the palace or person of Donna Olimpia. She, therefore, 
went out as Utile as possible. However, nothing 
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offensive happeneJ. She was, however, in great 
trouble, lest some one might be elected Pope who was 
her enemy. To have one elected who was her friend 
was very improbable, there were so very few of them. 
She was induslrious beyond measure in sifting out the 
wishes and inclinations of the cardinals, and in holding 
private conferences with those who would meet her, 
especially the Barbarini. So that by vigilance and 
contrivance she made tip a flying squadron, as will soon 
be seen. It appeared that there was great diver- 
sity of opinion among the electors, and great obstinacy 
besides. That she might have her share in the con- 
clave. Donna Olimpia persuaded those who had been 
created by Innocent to unite, and the name of " the 
flying squadron" was confered upon ihem. They re- 
solved to elect no one a Pope who was not a friend to 
the house of Panfilio. She sent them word to choose 
for their head cardinal John Carlo di Medici ; but they 
returned for answer that they had each a head of their 
own. It would require too much lime to put down all 
the transactions of tbis memorable conclave. Setting 
aside the interesls of France and Spain, every one 
seemed bent upon the ruin or preservation of l)onna 
Olimpia. Those who were her enemies would have 
voted for the * • * * • if be would have stood her enemy ; 
and her friends would have shut out a saint had he de- 
clared against her. Those who showed most adherence to 
her were the three Barbarini, Azzolini, Cherubino, and 
Gualtieri. There were more than thirty opposed to her ; of 
whom there were eight or nine of Innocent's creating, 
viz. the Cardinals Sforza, Lavelli, Aslalli, Somellino, 
Imperiale, Borromeo, Pio, Ludovisio, AJdobrundino 
and her own nephew Maldichini, who was the first to de- 
duce his enmity. When his aunt was informed of his 
opposition she exclaimed, "The voice of an ass will 
never reach Heaven." If it had not been for the 
machinations of this lady the conclave would have 
settled the business in a month, whereas it lasted three. 
She was delighted wilh the idea of seeing Cardinal 
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Francesco Barbarini in Ihe chair, as, after the reconcili- 
ation he had lalc! her cause most to his heart ; and his 
uprightness of life well merited Ihe honor. But thai 
was no motive in the conclave. 

There were three persons in particular, whom she 
wished excluded, one was Cardinal Palolta, a deserving 
man enough, and one who was under no bias ; but his 
name was no sooner mentioned than the Cardinal Bar- 
harino declared that he would never consent to the 
elevation of one from whom Donna Olirapia had noth- 
ing to expect, but the punishment of death. This was 
said, because it was known that the Donna Olimpia 
had done Polotta considerable injuries. So this cardi- 
nal's hopes were blasted before they had time to 
blossom. 

The second was Cardinal Maculano, of the order of 
St. Dominic ; who bore the title of " St. Clement." 
He had lived more like a hermit than a person of 
quality, never being able to forget Ihe cloister, which 
made many esteem him a conscientious person. 
But Donna Olimpia looked upon him as a fury in human 
shape ; because he had always been so represented to 
her hy Innocent. While her brother-in-law lived she 
was continually putting affronts upon this cardinal, to 
gratify her friend, and she took it for sound logic that 
if he was made Pope she would taste a Utile of his 
revenge. So true it is that men always hate those 
whom they have injured. The friends of Maculano 
endeavored to persuade her, that he, being a subject of 
the Duke of Parma, who was a near relation of the 
Princess Rossano, her daughter-in-law, she would be 
in no danger; but she would not listen to them. She 
declared that she would rather perish under the indig- 
nation, than live upon the recommendation of bcr 
daughler-in-law. So St. Clement was excluded. 

The third that was debarred from entrance was 
Cecchini, who hated Donna Olimpia, because she had 
persecuted bim and Mascambruno, and taken away 
from Ihem the Datary. 
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Many others were opposed, but not with ihe violence 
of these three. 

They set uj) CardinRl Cheruhino one of small parts, 
and little experience ; but these objection had no weight 
in the conclave, where such defects were disregarded. 
The adversaries of Donna Olimpia rejected him because 
he favored her side. More than twenty cardinals an- 
swered when he was proposed, " i give my vote against 
him because I will not have Donna Olimpia triumph 
amongst the Ckerubina ! What a prostitution of names. 

Our heroine had no great opinion of Sacchetii, yet, 
seeiDg how fiercely his partizans urged his cause, she 
did not openly oppose hira. 

Cardinal Spada, counterfeiting sickness, got per- 
mission to leave the conclave, and be began to treat 
■with Donna Olirapia on behalf of Carpegna; but she 
cunningly answered that she had referred all to the Car- 
dinal Barbarino, by whose choice she was resolved to 
stand. So the good man returned to the conclave 
again, without having gained any thing by the decep- 
tion and falsehood. 

Cardinals Gualticri and Azzolini were not much re- 
spected in the conclave, and even Cardinal Francesco 
Barbarino did not escape censure for espousing the 
cause of Donna Olimpia. It was not so much won- 
dered at in (he two former, for their impure lives little 
corresponded with the dignity of their station ; besides, 
they were not considered as officers created by the 
church, but as the tools of the lady Olimpia, But 
people were amazed to see a man so good and so sin- 
cere as Barbarino was e.iteemed to be, (for he was 
styled the glory of the Consistory), forsake the interest 
of the church for that of a wicked woman. 

Cardinal Storza, who was always noted for the 
coarseness of his language, went about the conclave 
saying, that til! then he had always taken Barbarino 
for a good Cardinal, but for the future he would look 
upon him as a son of a •••••. 

At length the cardinals, weary of three months 
imprisonment, determined to bring (he election to an 
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end. They were prompted to this measure the more 
Lv the people, who declared that ihey would no longer 
endure to be without a political head; The usual 
businessof the judicature had been loo long suspended. 

They therefore proposed Cardinal Ghigi, now Alex- 
ander the Seventh. His good manners and exemplary 
life, his discreet management, and above all his great 
learning, were so remarkable, that he was deemed a 
most proper person to command the ship of St. Peter 
in sach boisterous times. 

He had been made a cardinal by Innocent, with the 
approbation of the whole house of Panfilio. Wherefore, 
Donna Olimpia, and the cardinals who adhered to her, 
willingly concurred in his election. They would not 
entertain the thought that he would injure the kins- 
woman of him who had made him a cardinal. 

On the other hand, the opposition believed and said, 
that Ghigi was more inclined to the severity of Elijah 
than the mildness of Elisha ; and that he would not 
therefore fail to chastise her ladyship for the mischiefs 
she had done to the church. It was hardly possible, 
they said, that so zealous an ecclesiastic would forbear 
to resent the indignities that had been put upon the 
church during the preceding reign. The Cardinals 
Storza and Astalli, her sworn enemies, were of opinion 
that Ghigi would scourge her for her simonies ; if for 
no other reason, to show his zeal in ihe cause of 
religion. 

Thus the night before the scrutiny, all being resolved 
upon, the cardinals Medici and Baibarino sent word Id 
Ghigi to be of good cheer, for on the morrow the^ 
would come and pay him adoration." Cardinal Roselti, 
who was ihe enemy of Ghigi, asked Barbarino "what 
strange extravagances are these, that Donna Olitnpin's 
enemies will have for Pope the same person her friends 
desire, and her friends the same her enemies wish for ?" 
To which Barbarino answered, "Marvel not, — for uk 
are resolved to have one who is not our creature^— ' 
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Medici one of {heir subjects, — France one who ihey 
had excluded, and Spain an uninterested person. ' 

It is hardly to be imagined, what joy there was cre- 
ated every where by the election of Cardinal Ghigi. 
There was not a single dissenting voice found in the 
scrutiny. This rarely happens upon the election 
(rfa Pope, Rosetti, who had sworn that he would cut 
his hand off before he would contribute to his elevation, 
voted for Ghigi in the end.* 

As soon as he was declared Pope, he fell upon his 
knees and wept and prayed; he then gave bis assent, 
taking the name of Alexandeb. The procession pro- 
ceeded to the Vatican, where he immediately assumed 
the Papal authority. 

Nothing was talked of throughout Rome but the 
great piety of the Pope. One of the first who called to 
congratulate him was Camillo Panlilio, to whom his 
Holiness showed great respect and kindness. Donna 
Olimpia resolved not to he one of the last. Besides a 
congratulation which she sent him by her Maggior- 
domo, she sent Cardinal Azzoltni on purpose to spy 
out the camp; — this was an Employment which came 
to him quite nalu rally. He informed his Eminence 
" how overjoyed Donna OUmpia was, to see one made 
Pope to whom her kinsman had opened the way by 
making him a cardinal; and the more, 'as she had 
always represented him to Innocent as a man of extra- 
ordinary parts; so that she seemed to share with him 
the honor of his advancement." 

Alexander, who knew the exact length of Azzolini's 
foot, and was not unacquainted with Donna Olimpia, 
returned a very ambiguous answer to this set compli- 
ment. When this was reported to the lady, she began 
to distrust. 

• It was only a. CarJLnul'B oath, and being against ihe utililj' of 
Ihe chiireh, was not binJing. 
■' Jurami>ntiitn conira u 
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The truth is, that Alexander had a very ill opinion 
of her, bat he determined not to appear hasty or incon- 
siderate. Her adversaries decided lo let the Pope 
have his way, delermined that whenever a favorable 
opportunity offered, they would hasten her ruin. Her 
corruptions soon forced themselves upon the notice of 
the Pope, in his transactions of aflairs, both civil and 
ecclesiastical. The Dalary furnished etidence of her 
simony — all places sold, yet no money in the treasury. 
He therefore gave general orders that all officers should 
furnish him with proofs of her illicit conduct; and 
besides, he appointed special inquisitions, both at 
Rome and throughout the State. Donna Oiimpia was 
kept well informed of these proceedings, through the 
medium of spies. She sent Prince Panfilio to beseech 
him not to give credit to the malicious information of 
her enemies, and offering to throw herself upon his 
untainted justice and bounty. To which the Pope 
replied, " Tell her Ihat if she relies upon us, we will 
do her justice." But this was not esaclly what the 
lady wanted. Her adversaries, by this time, began to 
play each his separate part. Every one had some 
complaint of a misdemeanor committed against the holy 
mother church. There was not a day passed over ihe 
Pope's head that he was not handed memorials de- 
manding justice against her, besides private accusations 
without number. Many of those with whom she had 
made corrupt bargains, now exposed her. 

Cardinal Baibarino, at Ihe entreaty of Donna Oiim- 
pia, next visited the Pope, but he found him averse to 
bear any intercession. His Holiness assured ihi.s car- 
dinal that, " as n prince he would treat Donna OlimpiK 
with justice, as Pope, with clemency ; although her 
actions plainly showed that she had no regard l9 
cither." The Barbarino would not terrify the lady hy 
repeating the words of his Eminence ; but he put her 
upon her guard, by advising her to be as wary and 
circumspect as possible. 

The Pope commenced by calling Donna Olinipia to 
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account for the money received belonging to the church. 
This roused the indignation of her relations, and par- 
ticularly of her son. The Princess Rossano, who 
would not have said a word had the punishment that 
\ras threatened been confined to the person^ was as 
forward as the rest when the pwrse was endangered. 
None of the cardinals admired meddling with so 
popular a Pope ; but they all joined in advismg Donna 
Olimpia not to fly. She requested an audience, but the 
Pope declared that he would not grant it to a female 
but upon the most urgent occasions. He told the 
messenger, over and over again, that she had been 
too familiar with a Pope already. 

The private inquisition, before spoken of, reported 
accusations by the thousand, some of them not punish- 
able by pecuniary mulcts alone, but by personal chas- 
tisement. Many times, as his Holiness would pass 
along the streets, the people would cry for justice 
against Donna Olimpia. She called a council of her 
friends. Some of these advised her to leave Rome, 
and go into either some neighboring part of the Pope's 
dominions, or into the state of some of her nephews, 
under pretence of taking the air. But of this she did 
not approve, for she said that her flight would en- 
courage her enemies and fix the wavering. Beside 
the rabble would thereupon become ten times more 
insolent. Others advised her to go to Loretto, incog- 
nito, as out of devotion. This was objected to, as she 
could not get out of Rome on such an errand without 
the Pope's leave and blessing, which it was not thought 
proper, at present, to ask. Her son said he was not 
for calling upon the surgeon till she was wounded. He 
bid her be of good cheer. " The fool (said he) runs 
away while his house is burning, the wise man stays to 
put out the fire." ' He advised her to look well to her 
person^ and they would take care for the estate. The 
conference ended with a sumptuous collation. 

That which Donna Olimpia would not do voluntarily, 
the Pope now did for her. He sent one of his courtiers 
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to tell her to leave Rome immediately, to repair ^jM 
Orvieto, which is a cify about thirty miles from Romtfi^ 
within three days; and not to stir thence without his 
orders. 

It is not an easy task to describe how this order dis- 
tressed her, but she put upon it the best face she 
could. She told those who surrounded her that " she 
thanked God, who had given her a judge whose good 
nature disposed him to do nothing but what was just." 
That, knowing herself innocenf, she willingly referred 
the whole to his breast. 

Barbarino was resolved to make one more effort id 
her favor ; but he found the Pope so much more hard- 
ened than formerly, that he was glad to take his leave 
with, " Lord have mercy upon us." Ttie Pope answered 
that he would have more pily upon her than she bad 
had upon the Barbarini. Then, said the cardinal, par- 
don her, as my family have done. You, said Ihe Pope, 
have excused her because it was your interest; we 
cannot, as it will wound our conscience. Upon tliis 
rebuke the cardinal took his leave, with the usual 
ceremonies, but not well pleased. Much about (he 
same time the Prince Panfilio requested an audience of 
the Pope, who answered that he would see no more of 
Donna Olirapia's relafions till she left Rome, 

The second night after the order, she left Rome in- 
cognita, and staid at a place only two miles from the 
city, where ahnost ail her relations and friends came to 
see her and bid her adieu. The Cardinals Azzolini 
and Guallieri tried to comfort her ; and her son 
offered to accompany her to Orvieto, but she would 
not allow him. The next day she proceeded upon her 
journey. 

All (his while the examinations were going on. As 
they promised never lo come to a termination, so 
numerous were the charges, Ihe Pope determined that 
Donna Olimpia should answer first what was alreat^ 
produced. For which purpose his Holiness sent a con 
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missary to give her notice that i^he must answer dis- 
tinctly to the following particulars. 

1st. To give an account of all the money taken out 
of the Datary when it was not required for the church. 

2d. That she should clear herself of the numerous 
charges of having sold benefices. And, upon pain of 
excommunication, she should confess all simonies by 
her committed. 

3d. That she should refund all money received in 
composition [bribery] from thpse who had law suits. 

4th. That she should, account for the revenues of all 
vacant benefices. 

5th. That she should show where the salaries of so 
many offices were, which had been proved to have 
been carried to her house. 

6th. That she should give an account of all the corn 
she had exported. 

7th. That she should idemnify the church for the 
superfluous expenses it had been put to. 

8th. That she should account for the taxes, impost, 
and gabels* which had been imposed. 

9th. That she should restore all the jewels she had 
taken out of the treasury and churches. 

10. That she should account for two millions and a 
half of ducats, in gold, for which there was no 
vouchers. 

The lady drew up a formal answer, stating that what 
had come into her hands was by order of the Pope, 
and that it had been disposed of according to his com- 
mands, which could not now be called in question. This 
defence was considered too weak, considering all the . 
circumstances in proof, and it was whispered about • 
that the Pope meditated sequestering her goods and 
imprisoning her person. 

While matters were in this state, that dreadful visi- 
tation, the PLAGUE, fell upon Rome. Most of the 
courts were shut, common justice being eclipsed by 

* A duty upon salt, from the French « gabble," a ta^. 
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this awful judgment upon this corrupt city. Il seeme^' 
Bs if the Almighty had determined to take vengeaDce 
upon a wicked people. 

Trade and comraerce were suspended ; and his 
holiness, employed in endeavoring lo put a slop to this 
dreadful calamity, suspended the enquiry concerning 
Donna Olimpia. 

But if the hand of man was arrested, God's judgment 
was accomplished. This guilty creature fell a victim 
to the prevailing epidemic. The plague spread from 
Rome to Orvieto, and among the number who perished 
was Donna Olimpia. 

During her illness she was completely de.serleii : 
tortured by this most painful disease, she heard no 
voice of comfort ; no spiritual friend to grant her abso* 
lution. Burning with thirst, she had no one who would 
administer a drop of water. And when it pleased the 
Almighty ruler of event to terminate her earthly career, 
there was not present a human being to close her eyes! 

Thus perished one who had for ten years held un- 
limited rule over the Pope, the state, and the church. 
The one whose smile was fortune, and whose frown 
was terror, when she came to die was deserted by her 
own menials. What an awful lesson ! 

Her body lay above ground for two days, and then 
■was submitted to Ihe rude hands of searchers, who 
were more intent upon stealing her money and jewels, 
than paying any respect to her mortal remains. Having 
died without a confessor she was considered as con- 
demned (o purgatory. For a while her name was 
buried in oblivion amidst the desolation caused by ihe 
plague. She who had made so much noise during her 
life, in death had no mourners, not a tear was shed lo 
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It was computed that she left more than two millions 
of crowns in ready money, besides othei moveables and 
landed estate. She had, besides, during her life bes- 
towed a great deal upon her kindred. The prince, ber 
son, fell heir (o the palace of the Piazza Navona, one 
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of the fairest in Rome, and all her richest goods which 
were therein. Here he took up his residence. 

After her death it was expected that the Pope would 
prosecute her heirs for the deficiencies ; but the people 
were disappointed. Alexander, like his predecessors, 
had changed his resolutions ! His own relations had 

COME TO ROME, AND THE SIGHT OF THEM SO MELTED HIS 
TENDER HEART THAT HE COULD THINK OF NO OTHER 
THAN ENRICHING THEM ! FoR WHICH PURPOSE HE DREW 
ONE MILLION OUT OF DoNNA OlIMPIA's ESTATE, WHICH, 
WITHOUT FURTHER REGARD TO THE GOOD OF THE CHURCH, 

THE PIOUS Alexander distributed among his own 

KINDRED ! 

Thus fell, in secret, the prosecution which was com- 
menced so publicly, and for a while carried on at an 
immense expense to the Holy See. 

Cardinal Sporza with his usual freedom and blunt- 
ness, remarked, that " the money of Donna Olimpia 
had passed out of the hands of one thief m\.o the hands 

of MANY !" 
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And now, reader, having traveled with me over the 
grounds occupied by one Pope, and noted the election 
of two, — having witnessed the many enormities which 
were committed in Rome, within the brief space of ten 
or eleven years, allow me to enquire whether you do 
not think that improvement was needed in the Roman 
Catholic Church ! And if you do think so, what do 
these persons deserve who abuse and vilify the pious 
and patriotic men who effected that improvement ? 

The excellent Doctor Burnet, in his history of the 
Reformation, gives a collection of passages in their 
canon law, which were, in his time, considered most 
exceptionable ; a majority if not all of which there exist 
at the present day. I will transcribe them : 

1. "He that acknowledges not himself to be under 
the Bishop of Rome [the Pope], and that the Bishop of 
Rome is ordained [divinely decreed] to have primacy 
[supremacy] over all the world, is a heretic and cannot 
be saved ; and is not of the flock of Christ. 

2. Princes laws, if they be against the decrees and 
canons of the Bishop of Rome, be of no force or 
strength; 

3. All the decrees of the Bishop of Rome ought to 
be kept, perpetually, of every man, as God's word spoken 
by the mouth of St. Peter ; and whosoever doth not 
receive them, they blaspheme the Holy Ghost, and 
shall have no forgiveness. 
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4. The See of Rome hath neither spot nor* wrinkle ii 
it, nor can it err. 

5. The Bishop of Rome hath authority to judge d 
men, and especially to discern the articles of faith, 
without any council, and may assail* them that ttf 
council hath damned. 

6. The Bishop of Rome may excommunicate Eat 
perors and Princes. 

7. The Enaperor is the Bishop of Rome's subjec 
and the Bishop of Rome may revoke the Emperor 
sentence in temporal matters. The Bishop of Rome 
may be judged of none but God only; though he 
draw down with him innumerable people by heaps lo 
Hell ; yet may no mortal man in this world presume lo 
reprehend him, for God may be judged of no man. 

8. It appertains to the Bishop of Rome to judge what 
oaths ought to be kept and what not. We obtain re^~ 
mission of sins (by observing certain feasts, and certa 
pilgrimages in the jubilee, and other prescribed timai 
by virtue of the Bishop of Rome's pardon, 

9. A penitent person can have no remission of sini 
" hut hy the svpplkalion of the Priests." 

"Those and such like (says Doctor Burnett) a 
canons and laws of the infallible church, all of equd 
authority with the word of God." 

Now, reader, whether you be Roman Catholic or 
Protestant, just imagine such a depraved wretch as 
Innocent the X. as he is justly described in this little 
volume, having ascribed to him supremacy over the 
whole world ! and it being asserted that no one can 
belong to the (lock of the pure Jesus or be saved 
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unless he subscribes to this dogma, and say if this is 
not the summit of iniquity. You have seen how unjust 
were all his decrees, and you are here told that they 
must be kept, perpetually as GocPs word spoken by the 
mouth of St. Peter ! Is not this a great enormity ? 

You have read of the scandal he brought upon the 
church by living in open adultery and incess, for ten 
long years, yet you are here told that no mortal man in 
the world could presume even to reprehend him. His 
sins were of every day's occurence, he laid down each 
night in sin and rose each morning to new wickedness ; 
yet he is impiously called " God," and said to be liable 
to be judged -of no man ! What impiety ! 

He, who was proverbial for breaking his word, was 
the sole judge of what oaths should be kept and what 
broken. What monstrous absurdity ! 

From the examples of the cardinals made at Rome, 
under this Pope's ^ye, you may imagine what profli- 
gates were there and at a distance, invested with the 
insignia of the priesthood, and yet you are here informed 
that the humble penitent cannot approach the throne of 
the almighty, but through their medium ! 

You have read in this Biography that under his reign 
every thing was put up for sale,*— the most holy offices 
bestowed upon the highest bidder, yet you perceive 
that it is written, that he who does not receive their 
Pope, blasphemes the Holy Christ. 

He allowed the people to be robbed of their possessions, 
their persons to be banished, and sometimes even their 
lives unjustly taken away, if they refused to administer 
to the vices of his abandoned court, and his profligate 
sister-in-law — and yet you are told that the author of all 
this evil was the Vicar of Christ. Was there ever such 
abandoned falsehood and impiety? 
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Itseemslorae that it requires a lai^e portion of creduUt] 
to believe raiy one of these dogmas, but we find hundreds 
and thousands of persons ready to die to establish them 
all. Surely our species will not be kept much longer 
in this stale of ignorance and slavery, It is the duty 
of every good citizen to throw light among the people, 
— lo do his best endeavor to snatch them from this 
thraldom in which they have been so long held by the 
Priesthood and by Priestcraft ; and I know no better 
way than by presenting them occasionally with porlions 
of histories and biographies, from the perusal of which 
they may be enabled lo judge for themselves. It is 
with this view, mainly, that this hfe of Donna Olimpia 
is now published, and it is sincerely desired that it may 
be generally — universally read ; — put it into the hands of 
all classes of people. Let the Protestant read it and be 
grateful (o those who have emancipated him front 
mental slavery,— let the Roman Catholic read it ai 
see what a detestible system is Romanism, — what 
abandoned character is the Pope, and let him flee from 
them as from the wrath to come. Let us one and 
all thank God that we live in a country where mind is 
free, thought uncontrolled ; where man, that noblest. 
vork of God, can use, the reason with which fae hi 
been bountifully provided ; can read, in hi 
tongue, the sacred volume of inspiration, — where 
be is not obliged to bow down before idols, nor submit 
his wife and daughters lo be corrupted by the impure 
examinalion of a wanton Priest, &c — where there is no 
ixiquisilion but his own conscience. Esto Pespetqa. 
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